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May 2017
Editorial by Jason Smith

Wasps Control in Nelson
The following article is about the “Wasp Wipeout”, a community-led strategy to
kill as many wasp’s nests as possible in Nelson during February 2017. While
not technically “plant protection”, it is pest control and is likely to be of interest
to many NZPPS members.
The background: the local newspaper Nelson Mail, and Stuff, launched a
community-led conservation project which aimed to significantly reduce
German (Vespula germanica) and Common (V.vulgaris) wasp populations
around the Nelson Tasman region this summer. It was also supported by
Department of Conservation, local conservation groups, BASF, beekeepers
and scientists.
The impact of wasps is huge. A recent DOC study estimated wasps cost NZ
about $130 million a year. This not only includes direct health and wellbeing,
but also impacts on forestry, farming, beekeeping, tourism, and horticulture.
The wasps are drawn to South Island beech forests especially, where they
feed on the sugary drop excreted by the scale insect that burrow in to the bark
of the trees. This honeydew is an important food for native birds, some lizards
and insects. It is estimated that half of this honey dew in a forest is consumed
by wasps. This yellow wasp hoard are numerous, with estimates of over 20
wasp nests per football field in some forests. The biomass of wasps exceeds
the combined biomass of all the rats, mice, stoats and birds in an area. That
amount of biomass cannot be in an ecosystem without having an impact.
During certain times of the season they attack fledging birds, bats and lizards,
not to mention the predation of native insect fauna.
Over the past 12 years, Richard Toft, an insect ecologist and managing
director of Entecol has been developing a bait which can be used to poison
wasps. One of the issues to overcome is to find something attractive to wasps
which would not be attractive to other insects especially honey bees. The new
bait VESPEX® is protein based, and is used in late January- February when
wasps’ preferences change to a high protein diet. The trial work in the previous
season found it to be very effective, achieving over 95% wasp eradication.
So how did the Wasp Wipeout go? The campaign donations provided more
than $55,000 to help assist wasp control operations, and many people
volunteered to help. The key coordinated approach was during 18-26 February,
but poisoning in some areas occurred outside this period. The entire Abel
Tasman Track and surrounding area was treated. Similarly, Lake Rotoiti and St
Arnaud, as well as many other recreational areas in the Nelson district were
also treated. The wasp numbers in all these areas have been reduced by 9598%. It was a great success and thanks to all the volunteers and groups such
as Friends of Rotoiti, Abel Tasman Birdsong Trust, Project Janszoon, Nelson
MTB club, and Nelson Nature. In addition to reducing wasps it has raised
awareness on the impact of wasps. Many other recreational/environmental
groups all over the country are now keen to run a similar campaign next year.
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From the Journal Editor …
Preparation of Volume 70 of New Zealand Plant
Protection is in full swing but I have surfaced from
under a pile of manuscripts to write a few words for
this newsletter.

2017 Annual NZPPS Conference
August 8-10 2017 – Trinity Wharf

Plant protection is of immense importance to New
Zealand so I am excited to be part of a society that is
actively promoting and sharing information about this
subject. You are a great bunch of people by all
accounts, and I am looking forward to meeting many
of you at this year’s conference in Tauranga. It will
be good for me to put faces to the names I have
been dealing with as authors and reviewers, and to
thank people personally for all the help that I have
received in producing the journal.
An excellent number of paper abstracts (73) were
received this year, but the final tally of full papers
published is likely to be much lower – around 45 to
50. The main reason for this difference is the
withdrawal of papers by authors, rather than
rejection. There will always be some attrition due to
lack of data but it is disappointing that other
commitments and pressure to publish in ‘better’
journals are preventing authors from contributing to
this journal. I understand that the final paper count
this year will be similar to those in recent volumes
but it is important to remember that the continued
success of both the journal and the conference
depend on the number and quality of published
papers.
Ruth Falshaw

From the Treasurer’s desk…
Your invoice for membership in the current financial
year has been posted to you. We would appreciate
your payment as soon as convenient.

Symposium 2017
“Opening Eyes and Minds to
Biosecurity” - Monday 7th August 2017 –
Trinity Wharf, Tauranga
This workshop will bring together representatives of
government organisations, industries, science
organisations and the public. We’ll investigate ways
to enhance collaboration for improving biosecurity,
resulting in more effective use of our assets, i.e.
people, information, tools, science and infrastructure,
while maintaining our social license to allow the use
of biosecurity tools and technologies.
We are organising an exciting range of speakers to
discuss biosecurity purpose, visibility of system
performance, and gain assurance about how their
interests are being reflected in decision-making.
Registration for the day will cost $150.00 - a
programme will be circulated shortly.
New Zealand Plant Protection Society Inc. www.nzpps.org

The NZPPS conference is New Zealand's prime
venue for the exchange of scientific information on all
aspects of plant protection.
Oral presentations include summaries of papers
published in our peer-reviewed journal, New Zealand
Plant Protection. The conference also features a
lively poster session.
Conference Registrations are now open. Don’t
rd
forget to register now, and before 3 August. A late
rd
fee of $50 will apply for those who register after 3
August.
https://www.nzpps.org/conference.php
Early Bird 3 day Registration: $430.00
Conference Daily Rate: $160.00
Quiz Night: $30.00 (see below)
The annual general meeting for 2017 of the New
Zealand Plant Protection Society (Inc.) will be held
th
on Wednesday 9 August 2017 (afternoon) at Trinity
Wharf, Tauranga. All members encouraged to
attend.
Book accommodation direct with Trinity Wharf. The
conference rate is $189.00 (incl GST) per night share
twin multi night rate, and higher for premium rooms,
suites and some two bedroom apartments. Wi-Fi is
free, but there is no breakfast included. There is a
restaurant that serves breakfast in the venue.
Telephone: 0800 577 8700
Address: 51 Dive Crescent, Tauranga 3110
www.trinitywharf.co.nz

Quiz Night

- Tuesday 8th August 2017
One of the hot topics of conversation for the coming
conference is whether there will be another Quiz
evening? These do take a bit or organising, finding
venues and organising deals for food and beverages.
This approach was very successful last year at
Bubbles Champagne and Wine Bar in Palmerston
North. For those who need to know now – the
May 2017 - Page 2

answer is YES there will be a quiz evening. So,
make sure you learn some trivia, read all the papers
and posters at the conference, tick quiz on your
conference entry (just $30 more, for all that
entertainment and opportunities to meet new people)
and listen carefully to the instructions on where to
find the venue. Any company or person who is keen
to donate prizes please let one of the NZPPS
Executive know, as these were greatly appreciated
last year. One final point, there is a rumour that there
may be a change of Quiz Master! Will they make
questions easier or harder? Be better looking than
Tim? Give away more prizes? Or is it just a rumour?
Time will tell….

Student GEMS session
After the success of the inaugural Student Gems
session at last year’s conference in Palmerston
North we are proposing to have again have a
‘Students Gems’ session at this year’s conference in
Tauranga to enable postgraduate students close to
completing their postgraduate research degree to
present highlights of their research project. These
presentations will be 5 minutes in length. This will
provide an ideal opportunity for students to present
to an audience of fellow scientists from a range of
institutes and industries.
There will be no registration fee for attending just this
session, however students who want to attend other
sessions at the conference will need to register and
pay. Lunch will be provided for students presenting
at this session.
Students who are interested in presenting at the
Student Gems session should contact Eirian Jones
(Eirian.Jones@lincoln.ac.nz).
There will be no requirement for submission of
abstract but title of presentation should be submitted
th
by 15 June 2017.

Myrtle rust biosecurity response
underway
Myrtle rust has been found in Kerikeri in Northland. It
was also recently found to be widespread on Raoul
Island in the Kermadec group, about 1,100km to the
north-east of New Zealand.
Myrtle rust (Austropuccinia psidii) is also known as
guava rust and eucalyptus rust. The fungus attacks
various species of plants in the Myrtaceae family,
also known as the myrtle family. It is found in many
parts of the world including New Caledonia and all
along Australia's eastern seaboard.
Myrtle rust spores are microscopic and can easily
spread across large distances by wind, or via
insects, birds, people, or machinery. The spores are
New Zealand Plant Protection Society Inc. www.nzpps.org

thought to be capable of crossing the Tasman Sea
from Australia to New Zealand on wind currents.
Overseas, severe infestations have been shown to
kill some plants and have long-term impacts on the
regeneration of young plants and seedlings.
Myrtle rust has potential to affect iconic New Zealand
plants including pōhutukawa, mānuka, rātā, kānuka,
swamp maire and ramarama, as well as
commercially-grown species such as eucalyptus,
feijoa and guava.
It is not known how this disease will affect New
Zealand species. Overseas its impacts have varied
widely from country to country and plant species to
species.
MPI is working with the Department of Conservation
(DOC), iwi, industry, scientists, and local authorities
on addressing the myrtle rust incursion in Northland.
The affected properties are in lock-down and there
are restrictions on the movement of people and
plants in and out of the nursery. Work is underway to
determine the scale of the incursion and to trace
where materials and products from the nursery have
gone.
Up to date information can be found at:
http://www.mpi.govt.nz/news-and-resources/mediareleases/

2017 NZPPS Travel Award
When the NZPPS travel award was introduced in
2014 it was to provide assistance for long standing
members to undertake overseas travel that had
benefits for plant protection science in New Zealand.
Ordinary members who have been paying their fees
for at least five years are eligible to apply.
At the annual NZPPS conference dinner, the names
of the finalists are placed in a hat and the President
randomly draws the winner. The recipient does not
need to be present at the dinner in order to receive
the award – a cheque for $2,500.
You can’t be considered unless you apply… so get
your application in ASAP.
Application process
• Download an application form
http://www.nzpps.org/travel_award.php.
• Applications must be received by email to the
secretary secretary@nzpps.org by 1 July 2017.
For enquiries contact secretary@nzpps.org

The Dan Watkins Scholarship in
Weed Science
This Scholarship was established in memory of Dan
Watkins who was a leading figure in weed science in
New Zealand and founder of the New Zealand
May 2017 - Page 3

Weeds Conference (forerunner of the New Zealand
Plant Protection Society). This annual $5,000
scholarship is fully funded by the George Mason
Charitable Trust and awarded on a competitive
basis. Students must be enrolled in a program at a
recognised New Zealand tertiary institution and be
studying relevant research into the biology and
control of weeds in New Zealand. Applications close
st
on 1 October 2017.

Nominations are open for the New
Zealand Plant Protection Medal

student studying a topic related to plant protection
sciences.
The second scholarship will be awarded to a postgraduate student researching a plant protection topic
related to the KIWIFRUIT industry. This one-off
scholarship is possible thanks to Zespri, and is
funded by the proceeds of our jointly-run and highly
successful PSA symposium held in Palmerston North
in 2016. All the same application and judging criteria
will apply for both scholarships, and utilise the same
application form.
st

Closing date for both scholarships is 1 October
2017. Application form can be found at
http://www.nzpps.org/scholarship.php

2016 NZPPS Travel Award Winner

This medal has been instituted by the New Zealand
Plant Protection Society to honour those who have
made exceptional contributions to plant protection in
the widest sense. The medal will be awarded based
on outstanding services to plant protection, whether
through research, education, implementation
or leadership.
The 2017 medal will be the 11th medal the Society
has awarded (http://nzpps.org/medal.php) and the
list of recipients is beginning to look like the Who’s
Who of plant protection.
Past winners:
• 2016: Rob Beresford
• 2015: Gary Barker
• 2014: (no nominations received)
• 2013: Andrew Hodson
• 2012: Margaret Dick
• 2011: Jim Walker
• 2010: George Mason
• 2009: Ken Jeffery
• 2008: Arthur Healy
• 2007: Howard Wearing

Stephanie Sopow, a Scion entomologist, was the
lucky recipient of the 2016 New Zealand Plant
Protection Society Travel Award, worth $2,500. This
award was used for travel to California in October
2016 to search for giant willow aphid (GWA),
Tuberolachnus salignus, and evidence of parasitism.
The hope was that this would lead to finding a
suitable biological control agent for GWA in New
Zealand, a primary aim of SFF Project 404830:
Management of Giant Willow Aphid.
GWA has rapidly reached pest status in New
Zealand since it was first found in 2013 and
biological control has been identified as the most
promising option for a long-term sustainable solution
to minimise its impacts. A single parasitoid species
(Pauesia salignae) has been reported from GWA
elsewhere in the world, in eastern Asia and in
California.

For enquiries contact secretary@nzpps.org

NZPPS Research Scholarships (x2)
The Society offers student scholarships annually to
post graduate students currently studying plant
protection science at a New Zealand recognised
tertiary institution.
The good news is that this year only, two postgraduate research scholarships will be awarded if
suitable high quality candidates apply. This first one
is our usual research scholarship awarded to any
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T. salignus on Salix sp. at Stow Lake, Golden Gate Park,
San Francisco, 5 October 2016

In California, where GWA has been known since
the late 1800s, it is not considered a pest and is
present in very low numbers. Several days of
searching over a large area in Central California
yielded finds in only four locations. Interestingly,
the aphids were found in urban/disturbed areas,
May 2017 - Page 4

rather than in the more natural settings that were
searched, and all finds were on the coast.
Specimens were collected from two of the
locations and taken to collaborators with the USDA
Forest Service and the University of California, in
Davis. These were set up to rear any parasitoids
present and developing inside the aphids, and
were monitored by a UC Davis student after
Stephanie returned to New Zealand.
Shortly after returning to New Zealand, we
received the good news that parasitoids had
emerged from aphids collected at both locations.
Our US collaborators continued to rear ongoing
colonies of both aphid and parasitoid through
December and we received specimens of the
parasitoid in January 2017. These have been
identified by a taxonomic expert as Pauesia sp.,
and “probably the same species as is known in
Japan” (P. salignae). We are currently attempting
to determine whether this is the case using
molecular techniques with GWA mummies
collected during an earlier trip to Japan in August
of 2016.

FAR Graduate Programme 2018
FAR's Industry Graduate Programme is open to
recent graduates and final year students of
agriculture, science and agricultural commerce.
Successful applicants spend a year with FAR
gaining a solid introduction to the New Zealand
cropping industry. They get to work on
research, extension and communication
projects at our research sites across New
Zealand and Australia. See website:
https://www.far.org.nz/about/careers/studentships

Where to find jobs in Plant
Protection in New Zealand
Here is a simple summary for members searching for
jobs in plant protection....
1.
3.
4.
5.

All crown research institutes now collaborate to
advertise their jobs on a combined website:
https://careers.sciencenewzealand.org/home
Don’t forget about Seek, http://www.seek.co.nz/
Also these days it pays to put a search on
TradeMe http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs
Science jobs also of the Australasian Plant
Protection Society
http://www.appsnet.org/public/careers/default.as
px

Books for sale now at Touchwood

Pauesia sp. reared from GWA collected in
Golden Gate Park, San Francisco, 5 October 2016.

We are pleased that the trip was such a success,
yielding both parasitoids and new collaborative
relationships. Although locating GWA in
California was difficult, we now have some point
locations that can be searched again in future
and also now know the type of willow on which to
focus our efforts there. We have applied to the
Environmental Protection Authority for permission
to import Pauesia sp. into Scion’s containment
facility in Rotorua for testing against non-target
aphid species and are currently working on the
import plans. This trip proved to be a vital step
towards progressing the SFF Project, a joint
effort with Apiculture New Zealand, The New
Zealand Poplar and Willow Research Trust, and
several other partners.

NZPPS titles (books,
journals and symposia
proceedings) are now
distributed by Touchwood
Books. Our website now
points you directly to the
Touchwood website and
there is still a 10%
discount for NZPPS
members, on NZPPS titles, purchased from
Touchwood. We are also able to sell at a discounted
rated to members at our conferences.
Best sellers include: An Illustrated Guide to Common
Weeds of New Zealand (Third Edition)
An Illustrated Guide to Weed Seeds of New Zealand
An Illustrated Guide to Common Grasses, Sedges
and Rushes of New Zealand
A Guide to the Identification NZ Weeds in Colour by
Uprichard
Also available are past volumes of our journal
volumes 59-68 along with symposia proceedings
including: The Plant Protection Data Toolbox

Stephanie Sopow, Scion
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Touchwood Contact Details:
Postal: Touchwood Books | PO Box 353 | Levin 5540
| New Zealand
Delivery: | C/- NZ Courier Depot | Hokio Beach Rd |
Levin | New Zealand
Phone: 0800 226657 (International 0064-6-3685508) | 0800 2BOOKS
Email: mail@touchwoodbooks.co.nz Web:
www.touchwoodbooks.co.nz
See a full list ... http://www.nzpps.org/books.php

Upcoming events
Asian Conference on Plant Pathology 2017
12 September - 15 September, 2017 Jeju Island,
South Korea
http://acpp2017.org/

5th International Symposium on Biological
Control of Arthropods
11-15 September 2017,Langkawi, Malaysia
www.isbca-2017.org
21st APPS Conference
25 September - 28 September, 2017 Brisbane,
Queensland, Australia
Web: hhttp://www.apps2017.com.au/
Further listings are available here:
http://www.iobc-wprs.org/events/index.html
http://www.isppweb.org/
International Horticulture Congress: IHC2018
Instanbul, Turkey
12-18 August 2018
“Bridging the World through Horticulture”
http://www.ihc2018.org

NZPPS Corporate Members
AgResearch Limited
Adama New Zealand Ltd
BASF New Zealand Limited
Bayer New Zealand Limited
Dow AgroSciences Ltd
Etec Crop Solutions
Eurofins Scientific
Foundation for Arable Research
Fruition Horticulture
Horticulture New Zealand
Ministry for Primary Industries
NIWA
Nufarm NZ Limited
Peak Research Limited
Peracto NZ Ltd
Pipfruit New Zealand Inc.
Plant & Food Research
Plant Protection Chemistry NZ
Scion
Syngenta Crop Protection Limited
Zelam Limited
Zespri International Ltd
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