ISSN 1175-8260

CONTACTS
President
Lisa Jamieson
Plant & Food Research
Private Bag 92169
Auckland 1142
Ph (09) 925 7284
lisa.jamieson@plantandfood.co.nz

Vice President
Tim Herman
Pipfruit New Zealand
PO Box 11094
Hastings 4158
Ph (06) 873 7080
tim.herman@pipfruit.co.nz
Immediate Past President
George Follas
Etec Crop Solutions
PO Box 51 584, Pakuranga
Auckland 2140
Ph 021 790355
gfollas@etec.co.nz
Secretary
Jenny Taylor
PO Box121 063, Henderson
Auckland 0650
Ph (09) 812 8506
secretary@nzpps.org
Treasurer
Dr Toni Withers
Scion
Private Bag 3020,
Rotorua 3046
Ph (07) 343 5721
toni.withers@scionresearch.com
Journal Editor
Dr Sue Zydenbos
1451 Old West Coast Road
Halkett, RD 1,
Christchurch 7671
Ph (03) 318 1531
zydenbos@xtra.co.nz

Website Editor
Dr John Kean
AgResearch
5 Nathan Pl, Athenree, RD1
Katikati 3177
Ph (03) 983 3976
john.kean@agresearch.co.nz

December 2014
Editorial – George Follas Immediate Past President
It hardly seems possible that I have moved through from Vice President to
President and now to Immediate Past President so quickly.
I had hoped that I would not have to write an editorial for the newsletter, as I
think this is a most daunting task. John Fletcher has been an expert in this area
for the past year and sets a high standard. But like many aspects of being on
the Executive Committee and taking on the role of an officer of the Society, this
was one task that eventually caught up with me.
So let me tell you about going through the stages of President of this Society.
I hope you are a little curious about how the administration of your Society
functions. First you spend some years as a member of the committee working
to ensure that the society functions and taking on various tasks to make that
happen. You come with ideas of your own and work to see some of these
implemented.
In my case I am proud that the NZPPS medal was an idea I raised with the
committee and worked on with them to ensure that it became reality. We have
seen worthy and outstanding achievers in Plant Protection recognised,
honoured and awarded the medal to date. It is the role of all of us to make
sure that we submit nominations each year so that the stars of the New
Zealand Plant Protection industry are rightly recognised.
After a few years on the committee if you proved yourself as a contributor and
are seen as energetic with a set of acceptable leadership skills there comes
that tap on the shoulder. There is a discussion about committing six years - yes
that’s right six years to the Society and the Executive committee. In my case I
had to consider the length of time, the high level of responsibility, and
overcome self-doubt.
It was like taking on the captainship of a large ship. You work with a dedicated
team to keep it on course, ensure the smooth running and implement constant
improvements and enhancements. I was fortunate to know the committee was
filled with expertise and passionate people who had a range of incredible ideas
to modernise and invigorate the Society - professional development sessions,
a mentoring scheme, one day symposium, travel awards to name a few.
You sit as Vice President for two years. In some ways the role is a fill in for the
President, you continue to work away on the committee and you prepare to
take the wheel. Then all of a sudden it seems that the conference comes
where the President steps down and you are it.
Then I really found out what a large amount of time it takes to be an effective
President. It is a constant stream of emails, correspondence, requests, issue
management, decisions and never forget the timetable with a long list of
actions to ensure that the journal and conference all happen.
For what it is worth for those who have read this far – these are the final
ramblings of your Past President. I am honoured to have been able to
contribute and take on the role and I never for one day stopped being amazed
that you voted for me. I did so enjoy bringing Alice Cooper into the AGM
proceedings; there is a lot one can learn from his lyrics.
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Thank you, it was a ride that taught me so much,
expanded my understanding of the workings of
committees, societies, publications, science journals,
conference running and plant protection science. I
sincerely hope that the work the executive and I did
over the two years delivered to the Society what was
planned.
I did not envisage that we would handle so much
significant change during the two years. First there
was the change to the book distribution, and then we
had to review and decide on the best way to deliver
the secretarial support required. After a long analysis
and discussion the position of secretary was set up
as a professional support role. The benefits of this
were seen at the last conference and I think the
administration of the Society now has a solid
platform to take the Society into the next decade with
strength and stability.
The financial aspects of the Society are always an
onerous task. The Treasurer does an incredible job
handling it all. The President though is where the
buck stops, so there was never a week without that
involving time. I also learned that to work efficiently
and effectively – and they are not the same thing –
with a committee involves the full range of people
skills. For every issue there is a multitude of
viewpoints and positions. What is the core strength
of the committee is the open and full discussion of all
aspects, the ability to make a decision and to work
together to implement it. Yes, there are times as
President you make the decision - rightly or wrongly.
Consensus does not always happen.
Now I am in the grandfather role, the Immediate Past
President. This is the time to gracefully step into the
wings and act as the sounding board, the patient
mentor if required. To quietly continue to work away
on the actions of your presidency. In my case this is
to work with the current President to continue to
bring the Strategic Objective Plan, introduced at the
last AGM, into implementation.
I wish you all a Merry Christmas and an absolutely
fantastic 2015.

From the Editor – December 2014
What a fun time we had at the Quiz night – and a
fantastic way to profile some of the posters! I really
enjoyed the conference and it was great to meet new
people and catch up with “old” friends.
Below is a summary of the report I gave at the AGM.
During the AGM I asked you all to email me your
thoughts about the journal, such as how, when and
how often the journal is published, whether it should
be linked to the conference or operate
independently, and whether international papers
should be accepted. Surprisingly there were only two
responses, and I am not sure what that means! At
the October meeting of the Executive Committee, we
initiated a review of the publication of the journal, and
you will get a chance early next year to have your
say through a survey. Please respond to this – as a
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non-reply doesn’t really help us to know whether we
are meeting the needs of you – our members.
Also note that there were some changes to the pdf
files after the journal was printed and these are
explained elsewhere in the newsletter. Remember
that the pdf files on the website are always the most
up-to-date versions.
Please note that, while I work for AgResearch, my
role as NZPP Editor is completely outside this
position. Therefore, all emails should be directed to
editor@nzpps.org (it is helpful to set up an email
address called “NZPP Editor” that doesn’t use my
name) and I would prefer that any discussions about
papers are done outside my AgResearch work time.
Also please remember to use the assigned paper
number in all correspondence – it is really helpful if
this is in the “Subject” line of the email. It seems like
you all wanted me back for another year so I am
looking forward to another round of interesting
papers in 2015!
Summary of AGM Report from the Editor:
This year there were 66 abstracts submitted, of
which 46 papers were published (75%). This is below
the average for the past 15 years (n=56), and it
seems like we have reached a lower mean level of
around 45 papers over the past 5 years. The number
of posters was 21, a bit below the average of 28. The
rejection rate was 4% of the total papers published –
which is the lowest in the last 6 years. Hopefully the
message about papers being rejected if they don’t
reach the required standard is getting through now,
and so people are submitting higher quality papers.
Currently one of the most challenging aspects of
publishing the journal is finding enough independent
referees. Most of the referees have been absolutely
fantastic this year and returned their papers within
five days, which is really helpful. Please let me know
if there are other people I can contact to act as
referees – it is good to be able to spread the load.
A frustrating
issue that
seems to have
been more
prevalent this
year is that
authors are
failing to follow
instructions,
which creates
extra work for me. Some things that make my job
much easier are:
• When preparing your paper, please use the
template supplied on the website and save it
as a .doc file (NOT a .docx).
• Please REPLY to emails from me, keeping
the text that I have sent you in the email.
This makes it so much easier for me to
compare what you have submitted with what
you were asked to do.
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Please refrain from putting editorial-type
notes in the document (e.g. explaining where
to insert a Figure). I have a standard system
with the Printer and so I just delete your
comments anyway.
Also, note that there is no limit on the number of
pages per paper – the only point to realise is that if
you have more than four pages, you will be charged
for each additional page. Page charges are an
important contribution towards the cost of publishing
the journal.
•

As discussed last year, this issue of the journal
(volume 67; 2014) should be the second year for
obtaining a Thomson Reuters rating for an Impact
Factor™, which would be published in the middle of
2015. Remember that it is critical that you cite your
New Zealand Plant Protection papers as often as
possible, particularly in your international journal
publications. While I do everything I can to keep the
journal at a high standard, it is the citations that
count towards the impact factor – and that is up to all
of us. If you do need to use an indicator of the impact
of New Zealand Plant Protection, then please use
the freely-available SCImago Journal Rank (SJR),
produced from the Scopus® database. This rating is
quoted by many other journals. The 2013 issue of
New Zealand Plant Protection was given a SJR rank
of 0.327 – quite a bit above that of New Zealand
Journal of Crop and Horticultural Science (0.207)
and on a par with New Zealand Journal of
Agricultural Research (0.356).
In closing I would like to thank the referees for their
input, and once again a huge thanks to my amazing
family who all play a role in helping me to get the
journal published and posted out to you all.
Sue Zydenbos

Errata for New Zealand Plant
Protection, Volume 67 (2014)
Changes may be made to papers and poster
abstracts that have been published in the hard copy
of New Zealand Plant Protection. These changes are
made to the .pdf file and the altered versions are
available on the website (www.nzpps.org). An “Errata
List” is only printed in the December issue of the
New Zealand Plant Protection Society newsletter. If
in doubt about the contents of a printed paper –
remember that the website always has the most
recent version of a paper.
There are four areas where changes are required.
Pranamornkith et al. (NZPP#045 Brash)
There are three changes:
p. 80 – Abstract, 3rd line from the bottom.
The words “India and” are missing. It should read
“...than the phytosanitary requirement for export logs
to India and China ...”.
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p. 81 – First paragraph, last sentence. This
should be deleted, i.e. remove: “The adults of all
three species can occur in or on harvested logs for
export.”
p. 81 – Second paragraph, second sentence.
There are two insertions and two deletions in this
sentence. It should read “In the case of China, the
primary market for New Zealand logs, methyl
3
bromide fumigations of 120 g/m for 16 h at 5 to
3
15°C or 80 g/m for 16 h at >15°C are required
(Ministry for Primary Industries 2012).” The deleted
words are “export” and “requires”.
Ganley et al. (NZPP#069 Ganley)
p. 49 – Very last paragraph, first sentence.
Change “Nelson” to “Westland”. It should read “…in
stands from Northland to Westland (Dick et al.
2014).”
Outram et al. (NZPP#042 Outram)
There is one change that needs to be made twice:
p. 151 – Introduction, second paragraph.
The “a” at the end of the word “liriodendra” should be
changed to an “i”. The word should read “liriodendri”.
This occurs on the last line of the left column and
again on the sixth line of the right column.
Poster Abstracts – Burnip et al.
A change in the title needs to be made twice – one
for the abstract and the other in the contents page.
p. 322 – title at the top. Remove “at” from the
middle of the word “delimitating”. The title should
read “A pragmatic approach to delimiting incursions”
p. vii in Contents – first title for Poster
Abstracts. As above, the title should read “A
pragmatic approach to delimiting incursions”

NZPPS Conference 2014
Thank you to all of the people that contributed to a
highly successful 2014 NZPPS Conference held at
The Wairakei Resort, Taupo, 12-14 August 2014.
Presentations on Biosecurity, Pseudomonas &
Phytopthora, Market access, Diseases of apples,
Insects on grapes & vegetables, Biological control,
Weed & insects in pasture and Agrichemicals were
of a high quality and thoroughly enjoyable – thankyou presenters, chair people and convenors.
The stimulating poster session was following by an
entertaining quiz night where teams wowed us with
their knowledge, and jingles were performed that
could have competed on New Zealand’s Got Talent!
Thanks to the companies that donated spot prizes
(Etec Crop Solutions, BASF, Pipfruit NZ, Syngenta,
Plant and Food Research, Scion) and a big thanks
Rory for putting together the questions for the quiz.
The professional development sessions on Study
design, Introduction to R, and Scientific writing – the
discussion were well attended and we thank Nicolas
Meurisse, Aaron Williams (on behalf of Martin
Bader), Naomi Cogger, Patrick, Mark and Nihal for
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their efforts in running these and Karyn for organising
them.
Photos from the conference dinner can be viewed in
this newsletter. Highlights were the drawing of the
inaugural NZPPS Travel Award for long-standing
members which went to Dr Anis Rahman to
represent New Zealand at the 25th Asian-Pacific
Weed Science Society Conference 13-16 October
2015 in Hyderabad, India – congratulations Anis; and
the Vegas Brown Trio Band – what can I say – they
rocked! – thanks guys, and Tina for organising them.
See you all next year in Christchurch at Chateau on
the Park.
NZPPS Executive Committee
At the NZPPS AGM in Wairakei the following people
were voted in on the executive:
Officers:
President: Lisa Jamieson
Vice-president: Tim Herman
Immediate Past President: George Follas
Secretary: Jenny Taylor
Treasurer: Toni Withers
Editor: Sue Zydenbos
Committee:
John Kean (web editor)
Trevor James
Kirstin Wurms
Eirian Jones
Jason Smith
Graham Burnip
We would like to thank Karyn Froud for her nine
years service on the executive and also to Rory
MacLellan and Gordon Harris for their contributions.

The Dan Watkins Scholarship in
Weed Science
This Scholarship was established in memory of Dan
Watkins who was a leading figure in weed science in
New Zealand and founder of the New Zealand
Weeds Conference (forerunner of the New Zealand
Plant Protection Society). This annual $5,000
scholarship is fully funded by the George Mason
Charitable Trust and awarded on a competitive
basis. Students must be enrolled in a program at a
recognised New Zealand tertiary institution and be
studying relevant research into the biology and
control of weeds in New Zealand.

NZPPS Scholarship
The Society offers scholarships in plant protection
science to students currently studying at a New
Zealand recognised tertiary institution. In 2013 a
large number of candidates provided very good
applications with work from a diverse range of
disciplines. In recognition of the outstanding level of
applications, work being done and the difficulty to
pick a clear winner the Society has elected to offer
two Scholarships to the normal full value of $3,500.
One of our winners in 2013 is Gonzalo Avila Olesen
who is enrolled in a PhD program at the University of
Auckland. Gonzalo will be using the money toward
the study of the behavioural ecology and hostparasitoid interaction of Costesia urabae the recently
introduced control agent for the gum leaf
skeletoniser, Uraba lugens.
Our other winner is Suhaizan Lob who is enrolled in
a PhD program at Lincoln University. Suhaizan is
looking into the identification and epidemiology of the
causal agent for phoma blackleg of brassicas, also
known as dry rot of swede.
The 2014 winner was Amna Shafi who is a PhD
student at Lincoln University. Amna’s research is
focussed on Botryospaeria dieback of grapevines
which has been shown to be widespread and to
cause significant losses in New Zealand and
worldwide. Amna received $3,500.
The Society wishes all candidates well in the future
endeavours but in particular looks forward to seeing
the results from our scholarship recipients at a future
conference.

NZPPS Travel Award for
Dr Anis Rahman
The inaugural NZPPS Travel Award for 2014 is
open to longstanding members of the society of 5+
years. The award was made during the conference
dinner and the lucky recipient was Dr Anis Rahman
who received $2,500.

The 2013 Scholarship grant of $5,000 was awarded
to Kiri Joy Cutting of Waikato University. Kiri is
currently in a PhD program and her title is; Urban
Restoration Ecology: Investigating enrichment
planting to manage monocultures of the weed
Tradescantia fluminensis (wandering dew). The
Society wishes Kiri all the best in her studies and
looks forward to seeing the results of the research
benefit New Zealand.
Unfortunately in 2014 there were no suitable
applications.
New Zealand Plant Protection Society Inc. www.nzpps.org
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Where to find jobs in Plant
Protection in New Zealand
Toni Withers has put together a simple summary for
members searching for jobs in plant protection....
http://www.nzpps.org/jobs.php
1. All Crown Research Institutes now collaborate
to advertise their jobs on a combined website:
https://careers.sciencenewzealand.org/home
2. In addition the Royal Society provides a website
for other science and technology jobs that may
include university positions:
http://fusionz.royalsociety.org.nz/
3. Don’t forget about Seek, http://www.seek.co.nz/
4. Also these days it pays to put a search on
TradeMe http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs
5. Science jobs also on the Australasian Plant
Protection Society website
http://www.appsnet.org/public/careers/default.aspx

Initiatives for NZPPS Members
Professional Development (PD)
This programme has been run very successfully over
a number of years by Karyn Froud and has been a
valuable addition to the NZPPS annual conference.
With Karyn leaving the executive committee, the
programme will now be run by Kirstin Wurms. This
year, only one professional development course will
be held at the conference, although members will
have two chances during the conference to attend
the course.
Topics being considered for the next PD course are
listed below:
1)
Scientific writing – the results section
2)
Compiling excellent oral presentations
3)
Skills for interacting with the media
We would like your feedback – please email your
preferred choice (1, 2, or 3) for the PD course to the
secretary Jenny Taylor (jennytaylor@iconz.co.nz)
before Friday 19th December. We look forward to
seeing you at PD in August 2015.
Mentoring Programme for Students
The executive committee is starting up a mentoring
programme where student members are matched
with mentors who have expertise in their area of
study, and can benefit from the mentor’s practical
experience and industry contacts.
The first stage of programme has been to ask the
membership to volunteer as mentors. We are
delighted with the positive response thus far, where
19 members have volunteered to be mentors, less
than one week after making the request. If you wish
to be a mentor it is not too late to do so - please
contact Eirian Jones (Eirian.Jones@lincoln.ac.nz) or
Kirstin Wurms (kirstin.wurms@plantandfood.co.nz).
A copy of the guidelines for the mentoring
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relationship can be requested from either Kirstin or
Eirian.
This is a wonderful opportunity to support and help
shape the future generation of plant protection
researchers as well as the future of our society. After
November 30, we will be canvassing students and
then matching students with mentors. Thanks to Nick
Waipara and Robin MacDiarmid, who have offered to
provide specific resource in supporting mentoring for
Maori/Pacific students. Watch this space for further
exciting updates.

Professional Development
This year the society continued its professional
development programme which has now been
running for three years. We held a very successful
session on scientific writing “Nailing the discussion”
delivered by Naomi Cogger, a senior lecturer from
Massey University with 45 members attending over
the two concurrent sessions. Naomi had a delightful
quote at the end of her talk “I know some very great
writers, writers you love who write beautifully and
have made a great deal of money, and not one of
them sits down routinely feeling wildly enthusiastic
and confident. Not one of them writes elegant first
drafts. All right, one of them does, but we do not like
her very much.” Anne Lamott (quoted in Schimel
2011).
This topic is part of our on-going theme on scientific
writing which began last year with a general
introduction to writing and we expect to continue next
year with another exciting instalment possibly on
presenting results or getting the introduction just
right. If you are passionate about which area of the
paper we explore next please contact the committee.
As a convenient follow on from this year’s data
analysis symposium we targeted two extra
professional development sessions around study
design and analysis and tools thereof. We had a
large turn-out for the main conference session on
study design by the Plant and Food Research
biometrics team, Nihal de Silva, Patrick Connolly and
Mark Wholers, who took us through the confusing
world of statistical considerations when designing
experiments. I particularly liked Patrick’s quote from
statistician George Box that “All models are wrong,
but some are useful”.
During the concurrent sessions we had 20 NZPPS
members attend a 90 minute whistle-stop tour of ‘R’
statistical freeware, which included working with
example datasets, using R-studio and some really
useful code around managing complex data sets, all
presented by Aaron Williams a relatively new but
highly proficient convert to R.
The second part of the Introduction to R session was
presented by Nicolas Meurisse and showed the
flexibility and power of R, not just as a data and
statistics programme, but as an excellent tool for
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presenting data graphically, through animation and
spatially and to quote myself “man that’s cool, can I
have a copy of your code?”.
Thank you to this year’s presenters and to their
respective organisations for making their time
available to further the development of New
Zealand’s Plant Protection researchers.
All presentations for our professional development
sessions (including the cool R-code) are available
under the activities tab on our website.
http://www.nzpps.org/prof_dev.php.
Karyn Froud

Symposium 2015
The NZPPS Symposium for 2015 will be on Wilding
Conifers. This will be held on Monday 10 August
2015 immediately prior to the Conference.
It will be 12 years since this topic was last addressed
as a symposium, incidentally at the same venue
(Chateau on the Park).
This symposium will look at what has happened over
that period (lessons learned and new threats),
management methods for the present and the future,
community awareness and public involvement and a
panel discussion on policy alignment and
management strategies.

Valuable Scholarship ‘Bequest’
Recently the final existing branch in New Zealand the Hawke’s Bay Branch of the Plant Protection
Society was wound up. It went down after a fight that
lasted a long time. In the 1980’s it was supported by
senior names in the plant protection field like Jim
Esson, Euan Wallace and Jennifer Hartley. The then
young guns such as Gordon Harris and Doug Speers
started edging in and even the fresh faced George
Follas was seen occasionally. The executive
committee was ably supported by Andre Geelen and
Brian Mackintosh and others representing this active
branch. As numbers of employees in the area
dwindled and other local organisations were
targeting a similar audience it became make or break
time in the late 1990’s.
A regional amalgamation with the already merged
NZ Institute of Agricultural & Horticultural Science to
form the “HB Agri-forum” did extend the lease of life
for some ten years into the new millennium, with
monthly events held through the then quieter autumn
and winter seasons. Andrew Whitworth, Mark
Walwyn, Ian Cairns, Peter Lorentz, Doug, Gordon
and others carried on the tradition.
A significant and highly successful Horticulture Field
Day was largely responsible for generating a
considerable lump sum that was put down on term
New Zealand Plant Protection Society Inc. www.nzpps.org

deposit and the interest was awarded to an annual
scholarship to tertiary study in agriculture or
horticulture for several years. This stopped more
recently as the committee struggled to find time to
administer this idea and banking interest rates
dropped.
After ten years of inactivity and with the official
winding up of the branch, this lump sum has been
forwarded to the parent body of the New Zealand
Plant Protection Society. The executive voted to add
the entire figure to the charitable fund of New
Zealand Plant Protection Research Scholarship
account. The executive administers this scholarship
and has always wanted to build up the capital within
the fund so that interest earned can fund the yearly
postgraduate scholarship. This use is consistent
with the aims of the society. Hawke’s Bay members
can feel very proud of the part they have played in
generating these funds for the Research
Scholarship. Hawke’s Bay students should be
actively encouraged to apply for the NZPPS
Research scholarship each October, since this
valuable contribution came from the Hawke’s Bay
Branch.

News from the Treasurer
For those members who missed out on the AGM
during at the conference in Wairakei, Taupo earlier
this year, our treasurer Toni Withers gave an
illuminating summary of the financial position of the
society. She reported another small deficit for the last
financial year of $5,178 which she attributes to some
consistent increases in the cost of administering the
society. Symposia and Annual Conferences in 2013
ran at a slight surplus, while there were some
significant costs associated with changing our book
seller when Manaaki Whenua was shut down, and
the society wrote off old stock and freighted the
remaining saleable stock up to Touchwood Books in
Levin. With the disruption to the marketing of the
NZPPS book titles we have also experienced a
steady drop in sales which has affected income.
More worryingly, Toni advised the members that she
is projecting a larger deficit for this current financial
year of 2014-15, as our income which comes from
membership fees, interest and book sales, continues
to drop, while our expenses, especially costs of
postage, conference venues, banking and secretarial
services, continues to rise. To try and counteract this
growing deficit the members were warned that 2015
would see an increase in membership fees and
perhaps conference registration fees. The executive
have not increased membership fees since 2012.
There was some debate at the AGM about how
much membership fees should increase for students.
The executive voted at their recent meeting to
increase fees for the 2015-16 financial year to the
following:
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Corporate no change as was increased in 2014
$305 +GST =$350.75
Ordinary Increase to $100.00 +GST =$115.00
Student/ Retired Increase to $30.00 +GST =$34.50
Toni Withers, Honorary Treasurer

Books for sale now at Touchwood
NZPPS titles (books,
journals and symposia
proceedings) are now
distributed by Touchwood
Books
(www.touchwoodbooks.co.
nz ). After an internal
review, Landcare
Research concluded that
with falling book sales and a dismal prospect for
printed material in the future, that the Manaaki
Whenua Press bookshop was no longer viable and it
ceased trading on 21 October 2013. However,
NZPPS titles were, and still are, very good sellers
and as a result we quickly had three offers on the
table (Lincoln University Bookshop, Nationwide Book
Distributors and Touchwood Books) to take over
distribution. After some negotiation the Society went
with Touchwood Books who offered us identical
terms as we had with MW Press including free
storage of books.
Our website now points you directly to the
Touchwood website and there is still a 10% discount
for NZPPS members, on NZPPS titles only,
purchased from Touchwood. We are also able to sell
at a discounted rated to members at conferences. So
although there was unfortunately a one-off transport
cost to move our stock of books from Lincoln to
Levin, we are very happy with the outcome and with
a different array of contacts, Touchwood Books have
already made a substantial number of sales. The
Entomological Society also went with Touchwood
books while the MW Press titles went to Nationwide
Book Distributors.
Contact Details:
Postal: Touchwood Books, PO Box 353, Levin 5540
Delivery: c/- NZ Courier Depot, Hokio Beach Rd,
Levin, New Zealand
Phone: 0800 226657 (International 0064-6-3685508) | 0800 2BOOKS
Email: mail@touchwoodbooks.co.nz
Web: www.touchwoodbooks.co.nz
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See a full list ... http://www.nzpps.org/books.php
Note: New Zealand Plant Protection Society
members receive a discount provided they
identify themselves as members at the time of
ordering.

The 19th Australasian Weeds Conference was
hosted by the Tasmanian Weed Society and held in
Hobart on 1-4 September 2014. The conference was
well attended with over 200 delegates including 17
from New Zealand. These included several from
Department of Conservation, Environmental
Protection Agency and Land Information New
Zealand who are not regulars at our plant protection
conference. There were 120 or so papers presented
in 3 concurrent sessions with 10 keynote speakers
addressing plenary sessions and 29 poster papers.
These included diverse topics such as; Weeds in
Australia, Using weeds for Nature conservation,
Weeds and food security and Health of hairy nosed
wombats. There were also several trade stands
covering herbicides, application, weed mapping etc.
The social programme was also busy with a
welcome reception, a reception at Government
house hosted by the Governor General and the
conference dinner. The conference concluded with
four optional fieldtrips.
Highlights in the conference programme included 10
papers on herbicide resistance with two on
glyphosate resistance and several on weeds in crops
including; Evaluation of Harvest weed seed control
systems, Harvest weed seed control, Wild oat seed
bank dynamics, Microwave based weed control and
Seed biology of two Chloris spp. There were also
three papers on wilding conifers by Kiwis!
This AWC took some bold steps to keep the
conference relevant to delegates and also to cut
costs. The most radical was that moving of the
fieldtrips from within the conference proper to the day
after the conference and making them optional
extras. There was a concern that they might not be
well supported but most delegates opted and paid
extra for the fieldtrips. Also for the first time a
Professional Development course was run in
association with the conference. The course was on
training and health & safety issues and was held
early morning, prior to the fieldtrips. The conference
dinner was also an optional extra and not included in
the base conference fee. Again, the majority of
delegates opted for the conference dinner which to
keep prices down was a simple (no band!) affair.
Trevor James
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5th International Conference on Alternative
Methods of Crop Protection. Lille, France 11–15
March 2015: www.afpp.net
The International
Organisation for Biological
Control (IOBC) Asia and
Pacific Regional Section
(APRS) would like to give
you advance notice that
there will be a biological
control session at the next
NZPPS Conference (as there usually is), for which
funds will be available to support conference
attendance (travel, registration, accommodation).
These funds (up to €500) are available from IOBC
Global to support young scientists to attend
conferences where they will present a paper or
poster on a biological control topic. The conditions
are that applicants must:
1.
Be under 35 years of age
2.
Be a member of IOBC
3.
Present a paper/poster on a biological
control or related IPM topic.
Acceptance of papers/posters will follow the usual
NZPPS times lines and process, and abstracts will
need to be approved by the NZPPS. Awards of up to
€500 per person can be made, and decisions on
these will be made by the IOBC-APRS Executive
Committee. Please see http://aprs.iobc.info/ for
more information about IOBC-APRS, and
http://aprs.iobc.info/membership_application_form.ht
ml for information about membership.
More information about these young scientist
conference awards and how to apply will be made in
due course, but if you would like more information
now, please contact Barbara
barbara.barratt@agresearch.co.nz for general
information and Ronny
GroentemanR@landcareresearch.co.nz for
membership information.

New Zealand Plant Protection Society Inc. www.nzpps.org

61st Annual Meeting of the Conference on
Soilborne Plant Pathogens 24 March 2015–
26 March 2015 University of California-Riverside
Website: http://soilfungus.ars.usda.gov
8th International IPM Symposium: IPM – Solutions
for a Changing World, Salt Lake City, Utah, USA.
23–26 March 2015:
http://www.ipmcenters.org/ipmsymposium15/
IPPC (International Plant Protection Congress) in
Berlin, Germany 24-27 August 2015.
http://www.ippc2015.de.
5th Conference of the IWGLVV (International
Working Group on Legume and Vegetable Viruses)
in Haarlem, The Netherlands. 30 August–
3 September 2015 http://www.plantvirology.nl/IWGLVV2015 Contact: info.nkp@wur.nl
Australasian Plant Pathology Society Conference
14-16 September 2015 Fremantle, Western Australia
Website: http://www.apps2015.com.au/
th

25 Asian-Pacific Weed Society Conference on
Weed Science for Sustainable Agriculture,
Environment & Biodiversity on 13-16 October
2015, Hyderabad, India. http://isws.org.in
III International Symposium on Postharvest
Pathology The 3rd International Symposium on
Postharvest Pathology, Bari, Italy, 7-11 June 7 2015.
http://postharvestbari2015.it/
Further listings are available here: http://www.iobcwprs.org/events/index.html
http://www.isppweb.org/
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NZPPS Corporate Members
AgResearch Limited
Adama New Zealand Ltd
BASF New Zealand Limited
Bayer New Zealand Limited
Dow AgroSciences Ltd
Etec Crop Solutions
Eurofins Scientific
Foundation for Arable Research
Horticulture New Zealand
Kenso New Zealand Limited
Ministry for Primary Industries
NIWA
Nufarm NZ Limited
Peak Research Limited
Peracto NZ Ltd
Pipfruit New Zealand Inc.
Plant & Food Research
Plant Protection Chemistry NZ
Scion
Syngenta Crop Protection Limited
Zelam Limited
Zespri International Ltd
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Out and about...Conference 2014 – Wairakei
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NZPPS WEBSITE EDITOR’S REPORT 2013-14
New developments on the NZPPS website this year include: implementing an online membership database for use
by the Executive; enabling online editing of the pesticide resistance management pages by members of the New
Zealand Committee on Pesticide Resistance (NZCPR); and adding a new page to record the professional
development opportunities that have been offered at our conferences.
The most important search terms this year (for which our site was high on the list of Google results) were
“Sphaerotheca pannosa”, “SHDI”, “Aphelinus mali”, “Dasineura mali” and “Podosphaera leucotricha”. Other search
terms which led to our site included “gorse sex” (this seems to crop up every year), “mature hairy porn”, “hairy
farmers”, “man without a beard” and “how to score weed”. We can only speculate who might be typing those terms
into their search engine. None of our members, I’m sure.
The table below lists the most cited NZ Plant Protection papers from each year’s journal according to Publish or
Perish software, which queries the Google Scholar database. This gives an idea of what papers are being used
the most by our fellow researchers. However, arguably a better index of interest from our end-users is the number
of times a paper is downloaded from our website. This year, the winners’ mug shots were submitted to a website
that claims to find your perfect celebrity look-alike. I think you’ll agree from the results below that at least some of
us have that special X factor...

Year
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013

Most cited paper (title may be abbreviated)
H Ramezani et al: Fungicidal effect of volatile oils from Eucalyptus
citriodora
BP Stephenson et al: Biosecurity approaches to surveillance and response
Q Paynter et al: Safety in New Zealand weed biocontrol
RE Gaskin et al: Characterising plant surfaces for spray adhesion
JG Charles et al: A review of the ecology of GLRaV-3
AJ Popay: Cultivar and endophyte effects on a root aphid, Aploneura
lentisci
NT Amposah: Production of Botryosphaeria conidia in grapevine shoots
DAJ Teulon et al: Bactericera cockerelli: incursion, dispersal and
distribution
JL Vanneste et al: Molecular characterisations of Psa strains in Italy
JL Vanneste et al: Detection of Psa in kiwifruit pollen samples
DC Mundy et al: Grape tendrils as an inoculum source of Botrytis cinerea
MJ Griffin et al: Potential of ethyl formate + CO2 to control horticultural
pests
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Citations
30
22
32
38
28
33
17
48
20
16
4
2
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Third most downloaded
paper:
C.R. Sixtus, R.R. Scott &
G.D. Hill (2007)
The phenology of Cydia
succedana on gorse in
Canterbury. New Zealand
Plant Protection 60: 146-151
Second most downloaded
paper:
K.R. Everett, J. Rees-George,
I.P.S. Pushparajah, B.J.
Janssen and Z. Luo (2010)
Advantages and
disadvantages of microarrays
to study microbial population
dynamics - a minireview. New
Zealand Plant Protection 63:
1-6
Most downloaded paper of
2013-14: G.A. Hurrell, T.K.
James, C.S. Lusk & M.
Trolove (2008) Herbicide
selection for wandering Jew
(Tradescantia fluminensis)
control. New Zealand Plant
Protection 61: 368-373
John Kean
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