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Editorial – John Fletcher Senior Scientist, Plant and Food Research,
Lincoln
A busy year for many members is drawing to a close. In this Newsletter you will
see some highlights of our successful conference; the workshops, the dinner
and the medal award. Members have attended international meetings drawing
attention to plant protection research in New Zealand. We have a new
distributor for our publications with Touchstone Books – read about these and
many other topics in our December newsletter.
Lumping or splitting? It is an age old challenge when we wish to manage our
work. In biological sciences systematics and taxonomy are the clearest
examples of the conundrum. Do we group those with similar characters or do
we create subgroups based one or two differences. In science organisations
similar problems exist. Do we organise work within a series of specialist
disciplines or do we work across according to the research challenge? It seems
our science organisations are once again confronting this challenge. After 20
years of a largely discipline based CRI and university research structures our
political masters believe lumping may be a point of progress for the future.
There is plenty of support for this idea especially in the Canterbury region
where earthquake damage has led to a level of pragmatism rarely experienced
in the past. There has been difficulty in securing funds for replacement
buildings and facilities for a range of reasons, for example the age of some
buildings, under insurance and new codes of construction to mention a few
constraints. As science becomes more and more complex, the cost of
research and the size of research teams get larger and larger. Organisations
must either get bigger or be able to collaborate across multiple groups to
participate effectively. An answer it seems is to ‘club’ together and forms a
research hub. The University of Auckland is forming an Advanced
Manufacturing Technology hub, CRI’s with Massey University have formed a
Food HQ at Palmerston North, and Victoria University now has Visual Culture
Research Hub. To quote: the Kelburn Campus Hub ‘is an amazing facility,
boasting what I am told are the biggest sliding doors in the Southern
Hemisphere’! A further research hub is also planned for the Waikato region
and now, led by AgResearch and Lincoln University a hub is to be formed at
Lincoln. “The Lincoln Hub has the potential to transform New Zealand’s farming
productivity by providing one-stop shop allowing information and ideas to be
shared more easily,” according to Minister Joyce.
This development is interesting in that to resource these Lincoln and
Palmerston North hubs people will be moved from other research sites at
Ruakura and Mosgiel. How will plant protection specialists be affected?
Perhaps not much directly in that it’s argued that many of their projects are
regionally based and will still require a local focused input to continue. What of
other disciplines? Surely many plant physiologists, agronomists, and animal
researchers might make the same argument ‘we work where the problems
exist’. What happens to support staff and systems? Let’s hope those planning
the hubs are sensitive to those regions supplying the manpower and don’t
leave a series of hollow research shells scattered around the regions.
For the coming festive season the Executive committee send their compliments
and best wishes to you all for a pleasant break and a productive 2014.
Thanks to you all for your support during 2013.
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‘Visionary’ awarded NZ Plant Protection Medal
The 2013 conference saw a man described as an
“inspirational
visionary”
presented
with
the
prestigious NZ Plant Protection Medal. Andrew
Hodson’s vision and practical determination over
more than 20 years have developed and
implemented specialist software products and
services allowing New Zealand’s horticultural
producers and researchers to predict and manage
seasonal risks from plant diseases, insect pests and
pesticide use. This has significantly contributed to
the outstanding performance of the New Zealand
horticultural industry in increasingly complex world
markets.
Andrew’s vision originated as a shared idea with
colleagues in MAFTech and DSIR in the late 1980s.
When HortResearch was formed in 1992, instead of
continuing in research, Andrew took the risk of
establishing
a
decision
support
company,
HortPlusTM (N.Z.) Ltd, with his partner Lesley
Hodson-Kersey and the late Dr Trevor Atkins. The
company has grown with the recent addition of web
designer Mike Barley and produces a diverse range
of computer applications for many horticultural
sectors. These applications can monitor and predict
seasonal disease risk and insect activity, report
spray diary information, manage pesticide spray drift,
calculate heat and chill indices for crops and manage
irrigation requirements. Most of these use the
company’s core competency of a national weather
station network and database.
What sets Andrew apart is his unique ability to
visualise complex biological systems and industry
information requirements as computer models and
database applications. He has delivered practical
and effective systems, often against the inertia of
existing ways of doing things.
His company’s
achievements are remarkable considering the many
unsuccessful attempts there have been to introduce
expensive overseas systems to provide similar
services.
Andrew’s information systems have
achieved a level of sophistication and utility at least
equal to those overseas, where such services are
provided through state funding. Andrew also
contributes greatly to plant protection science in New
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Zealand
through
generous
development
of
specific
computer
applications
for
analysis of weather
and
other
data
required for scientific
projects.
In 1995 Andrew was
diagnosed
with
multiple sclerosis. It
is testimony to his
determination
and
strength of character
that he has, with the
help of those close to
him, continued to develop a hugely successful
business and has been able to continue to realise his
vision.
NB. The nomination for the New Zealand Plant
Protection Medal was made on behalf of all those
groups who benefit from the products and services
Andrew’s company has developed.

The Emerging Speaker Award
The Emerging Speaker Award
was a close race this year.
With eleven contestants, the
three executive committee
judges were busy throughout
the conference. There was a
wide range of speakers and
topics, which makes judging a
challenge.
However,
the
speakers had all been sent
the scoring system before the
conference and so they had
ample time to prepare themselves. After the
conference they were given the scoring sheets
from the judges, with some positive feedback and
suggestions for improvement. Before the last
session, the judges were preparing for a tie as two
speakers were on an equal number of points, and
there was little to separate them. However, Rory
Roten from Lincoln Agritech had other ideas and
gave an excellent presentation to take out the title.
His talk on “Evaluation of spray deposition in
potatoes using various spray delivery systems”
engaged the audience and was backed up by a
well-prepared
PowerPoint
presentation.
Congratulations Rory – we look forward to hearing
from you again soon.
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From the Editor – December 2013
What a great venue for the conference this year
as well as a fantastic dinner venue and band. It
was nice to meet some new authors this year –
something I always enjoy as so much of my
communication is by email. That started in
February, with 78 abstracts submitted. It was a
busy year, with the highest number of pages per
paper (7.2) along with the highest rejection rate
(15%) in the 14 years I have been Editor. I think
this is a direct result of the anonymous
refereeing, and as I mentioned last year is
leading to some good honest feedback, which is
really important and difficult to do with the
relatively small pool of specialist referees
available within New Zealand. While this
indicates that the process is rigorous, it does
mean that there is more work in finding enough
referees and making sure that the existing
referees are not over-worked. There were some
changes to the pdf files after the journal was
printed and these are explained elsewhere in
the newsletter. Remember that the pdf files on
the website are the most up-to-date versions.
Apart from a few hiccups, some of which were
associated with the change to a new year, the
online submission system worked well again
and certainly does simplify management of the
submission and refereeing process. Thanks to
John Kean for being there to fix up any issues
as they have arisen. As mentioned above, the
most challenging aspect is currently finding
enough independent referees. Most of the
referees have been absolutely fantastic this
year and returned their papers within 5 days,
which is really helpful. Please let me know if
there are other people I can contact to act as
referees – it is so good to be able to spread the
load. I would like to thank the referees for their
input, and also a huge thanks to my amazing
family who all play a role in helping me to get
the journal published.
As discussed last year, the Thomson Reuters
rating for an Impact Factor™ will begin again
with this issue of the journal (volume 66; 2013).
The rating will happen over the next 2 years, so
it is critical that you cite your New Zealand Plant
Protection papers as often as possible,
particularly in your international journal
publications. While I do everything I can to keep
the journal at a high standard, it is the citations
that count towards the impact factor – and that
is up to all of us. If you do need to use an
indicator of the impact of New Zealand Plant
Protection, then please use the freely-available
New Zealand Plant Protection Society Inc. www.nzpps.org

SCImago
Journal
Rank
(SJR),
produced from the
Scopus® database,
which is calculated
in the same way as
Thomson Reuters’
Impact Factor™ and
is the rating quoted
by many other journals. The 2011 issue of New
Zealand Plant Protection was given a SJR rank
of 0.349 – quite a bit above that of New Zealand
Journal of Crop and Horticultural Science
(0.243) and on a par with New Zealand Journal
of Agricultural Research (0.356).
Please remember that any part of a paper you
submit to New Zealand Plant Protection is
copyright to the Society, unless the paper is
subsequently rejected. This means you cannot
submit the manuscript or any data in that
manuscript to another publication once the
abstract has been submitted to New Zealand
Plant Protection. If some of the data from a
paper (e.g. a figure or data from a Table) are
subsequently published in any other form (i.e.
after the New Zealand Plant Protection paper),
including industry magazines, full reference to
the original New Zealand Plant Protection paper
must be supplied in that paper/article. Unless
the data are part of a review, New Zealand
Plant Protection will not publish data that have
been published elsewhere. Note that if you want
to reproduce a New Zealand Plant Protection
paper in full, you need to apply to the New
Zealand Plant Protection Society for permission
to do this.
Please remember that, while I work for
Agrisearch, my role as NZPP Editor is
completely outside this position. Therefore, all
emails should be directed to editor@nzpps.org
(it is helpful to set up an email address called
“NZPP Editor” that doesn’t use my name) and I
would prefer that any discussions about papers
are done outside my AgResearch work time.
Also please remember to use the assigned
paper number in all correspondence – it is really
helpful if this is in the “Subject” line of the email.
Looking forward to another crop of great papers
in 2014!
Sue Zydenbos
Full text pdfs for New Zealand Plant Protection
66(2013) are now available on the NZ Plant
Protection Society website:
http://www.nzpps.org/index.php
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This year’s conference was held in the Napier
War Memorial Conference Centre from 13-15
August 2013. It was a great success and held
to be one of our best. The venue itself sets the
scene wonderfully with wide sea views, easy
access nearby accommodation backed by the
usual excellent organisation by our committee
and their support.
The speakers were of a particularly high
standard especially those new to this
conference. The Risk Analysis Symposium was
well attended with speakers stimulating thought
and discussion on how to approach this
complex topic. We especially thank our
overseas guests Andrew Robinson John
Mumford and Ann Nicholson for their
contributions. The dinner was held at a
memorable venue; ‘The Old Church’ where we
ate lovely food, drank excellent wine and
enjoyed a great band. At this conference we
elected a new Life Member Dr Mike Butcher
who has served our Society as an educator and
industry leader for over 30 years. We also
awarded our medal to Andrew Hodson of
HortPlus (N.Z.) Ltd who over more than 20
years have developed and implemented
specialist software products and services
allowing New Zealand’s horticultural producers
and researchers to predict and manage
seasonal risks from plant diseases, insect pests
and pesticide use. We presented two excellent
personal development courses with Anne
Gunson Senior Science Editor of Plant and
Food Research helping us in ‘Getting the
Results right ‘with 42 members attending this
scientific writing course. Similarly Ann Nicholson
of Monash University following on from her
presentation at the Symposium gave us a clear
and inspiring introduction to Bayesian Networks.
A further 32 people attend the Bayes Nets
course.
The scientific writing course notes from this
year’s professional development sessions at the
NZPPS conference are now available for
download
on
the
NZPPS
website.
http://www.nzpps.org/prof_dev.php
If you have any suggestions for next year’s
professional development sessions please
email them to Karyn our professional
development coordinator on the NZPPS
committee on: Karyn.froud@orcon.net.nz
New Zealand Plant Protection Society Inc. www.nzpps.org

ICPP 2013, Beijing, August 2013
Former NZPP President Richard Falloon was elected
Fellow of the International Society for Plant
Pathology (ISPP) at the 10th International Congress
of Plant Pathology in Beijing China, August 25-30
2013. This is a significant international award. His
Fellowship was in recognition of his contributions in
research on diseases of forage, arable and
vegetable crops, and in plant protection research
management roles in New Zealand research
institutions. Richard's leadership roles in science
societies were also recognised, as previous
President of the NZ Plant Protection Society,
President Australasian Plant Pathology Society and
President of the International Plant Pathology
Society.
The Congress themes were Biosecurity, food safety
and plant pathology: the role of plant pathology in a
globalized economy. It was attended by about 2000
delegates, 800 from overseas and about 20
attending from New Zealand. In addition the
congress workshops were also held on; Oomycete,
Fusarium, Rhizoctonia, Plasmodiophorid, Sclerotinia,
cereal nematode, global root health, viroid and
satellite RNA’s.

Where to find jobs in
Protection in New Zealand

Plant

Toni Withers has put together a simple summary for
members searching for jobs in plant protection....
1. All crown research institutes now collaborate to
advertise their jobs on a combined website:
https://careers.sciencenewzealand.org/home
2. In addition the Royal Society provides a website
for other science and technology jobs that may
include university positions:
http://fusionz.royalsociety.org.nz/
3. Don’t forget about Seek, http://www.seek.co.nz/
4. Also these days it pays to put a search on
TradeMe http://www.trademe.co.nz/jobs
5. Science jobs also of the Australasian Plant
Protection Society
http://www.appsnet.org/public/careers/default.as
px
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Out and about... Conference 2013 – Napier, NZ
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24th
Asian-Pacific
Weed
Science Society Conference
The
24th
APWSS
conference was held in
Bandung, Indonesia from
October 22-25, 2013.
The conference was
attended by about 200
delegates
from
18
countries. Unfortunately
the
conference
was
rather poorly organised
but there were some very interesting papers
presented and they had a wide range of invited
speakers. Of particular interest was the
expanding number of herbicide resistant weeds,
including those resistant to glyphosate, and the
weed seed bank modelling carried out in
Australia. Also of interest was the adaption of
barnyard grass to avoid many forms of weed
control; it can mimic rice to avoid hand weeding,
it can seed earlier to avoid being harvested with
the rice and of course it is now resistant to most
herbicides in many locations. There was also an
interesting paper on using aerial photography
and NIR analysis to identify herbicide resistance
over large areas.
The 25th APWSS conference will be in
Hyderabad, India in 2016.

19th Australasian Weeds Conference

The 19th Australasian Weeds Conference will be
held in Hobart, Tasmania from 1-4 September 2014.
To register your interest please go to their web page.
www.eventspro.net/leishman/getdemo.ei?id=702014
6&s=_62W0ZSYUB

New Book!
An Illustrated Guide to Weed Seeds of New
Zealand
Trevor James, Ian Popay, Paul Champion, Nik
Grbavac and Birgit Rhode (2012) ISBN 978-0-47322410-3
Released since the last conference was the
Societies latest book “An illustrated guide to weed
seeds of New Zealand” by James, Popay,
Champion, Grbavac and Rhode.
This book provides a wide audience with access to
expert seed identification and will be an invaluable
tool for anyone working in agricultural or horticultural
production, ecological research or plant pest
management, and for anyone with a general interest
in plants.
It has an aid to the identification of the propagules of
common naturalised and native plants of NZ, and of
weeds of other countries that aren’t present in NZ but
often intercepted in consignments imported from
overseas. It is not strictly about ‘seeds’ in their bare
form, rather the form in which they are most likely to
be found or seen; for this reason it includes
photographs of ‘seeds’ with and without appendages
such as spiny protrusions,
wings or bracts.
The helpful introduction
includes an identification
aid and glossary. There
are 116 pages of colour
photographs, with 696
images illustrating 623
different species. A brief
description and distribution
information are given for
each seed.
RRP $49.99.

New Zealand Plant Protection Society Inc. www.nzpps.org

December 2013 - Page 6

F
Fu
uttu
urree cco
on
nffeerreen
ncceess
VIII International Symposium on Chemical and
Non-Chemical Soil and Substrate Disinfestation
(SD 2014) in Torino, Italy.13-18 July 2014. See: the
symposium web-site. Contact: sd2014@unito.it

Books for sale now at Touchwood
NZPPS
titles
(books,
journals and symposia
proceedings) are now
distributed by Touchwood
Books
(www.touchwoodbooks.co.
nz ). After an internal
review,
Landcare
Research concluded that
with falling book sales and a dismal prospect for
printed material in the future, that the Manaaki
Whenua Press bookshop was no longer viable and it
ceased trading on 21 October 2013. However,
NZPPS titles were, and still are, very good sellers
and as a result we quickly had offers to distribute our
publications. After careful review the Society has
partnered with Touchwood books. Our website now
points you directly to the Touchwood website and
there is still a 10% discount for NZPPS members, on
NZPPS titles only, purchased from Touchwood.
There will still be direct sales to our members
available at our conference. We are very happy with
our new distributor and with a different array of
contacts; Touchwood Books have already made a
substantial number of sales.

XIVth International Congress of Mycology, the
XIVth International Congress of Bacteriology and
Applied Microbiology and the XVIth International
Congress of Virology in Montreal, Canada. 27 July1 August 2014. See:
http://www.montrealiums2014.org/. Contact:
iums2014@nrc-cnrc.gc.ca
11th Australasian Plant Virology Workshop 1315th August 2014 Brisbane, Australia
http://www.appsnet.org/Interest_Groups/Virology_wo
rkshop/index.html
29th International Horticultural Congress,
“Horticulture - sustaining lives, livelihoods and
landscapes”, in Brisbane, Australia. 17–24 August
2014. See: www.ihc2014.org
The 19th Australasian Weeds Conference will be
held in Hobart, Tasmania from 1-4 September 2014.
www.eventspro.net/leishman/getdemo.ei?id=702014
6&s=_62W0ZSYUB
IPPC (International Plant Protection Congress) in
Berlin, Germany.24-27 August 2015. See:
http://www.ippc2015.de.
8th Australasian Soilborne Diseases Symposium
Hobart, Tasmania 10th-13th November 2014
http://www.appsnet.org/asds/

Contact Details:
Postal: Touchwood Books | PO Box 353 | Levin 5540
| New Zealand
Delivery: | C/- NZ Courier Depot | Hokio Beach Rd |
Levin | New Zealand
Phone: 0800 226657 (International 0064-6-3685508) | 0800 2BOOKS
Email:
mail@touchwoodbooks.co.nz
www.touchwoodbooks.co.nz

Web:

Note- New Zealand Plant Protection Society
members receive a discount provided they
identify themselves as members at the time
of ordering.

Errata for New Zealand Plant
Protection, Volume 66 (2013)
Changes may be made to papers and poster
abstracts that have been published in the hard copy
of New Zealand Plant Protection. These changes are
made to the .pdf file and the altered versions are
available on the website (www.nzpps.org). An “Errata
List” is only printed in the December issue of the
New Zealand Plant Protection Society newsletter. If
in doubt about the contents of a printed paper –
remember that the website always has the most
recent version of a paper.
Corrections were made to four papers, affecting 10
pages in Volume 66 (2013):
p. 30 (left hand column – about ½ way down
the page) and p. 32 (near the top of the righthand column, i.e. the second reference).
There is an error in the surname for a
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reference. The surname "Chomi" should be
"Chomič" (the last character is a Latin small
“c” with a caron on top - it seems to have
been replaced by a blank space).
p. 82. In the second address, delete "0230",
and replace with "East 0248". It should read
..: P.O. Box 408204, Kerikeri East 0248,
New Zealand
p. 86. Delete the last paragraph of the right
hand column (beginning ... "Methyl bromide
efficacy ...").
p. 87. Delete the second sentence of the
CONCLUSIONS (beginning ... "To provide
the data needed ...").
p. 201: There is a horizontal separating line
missing from Table 1. It should start ¼ of the
way in and go across to the right hand side.
It separates the two "Fruit" categories.
p. 202: Similarly, there are TWO horizontal
separating lines missing from Table 2. The
FIRST one is the same as in Table 1 - a ¾
line separating the two "Fruit" categories.
The SECOND one is a full horizontal line
separating the "Leaf abaxial" and "Cane
young" categories. ALSO, in Table 2, add "(x
4 rate)" underneath the second "Fruit"
heading ... so it is the same as in Table 1.

p. 206: Third line from the bottom of the lefthand column, change "8-fold" to "15-fold".p.
208: In left-hand column under the heading
"Farm A", on the fifth line delete text "median
6 pg"; it will now read ... usually low (Figure
2) but ...
p. 209: (1) Figure 2 completely replaced (see
new version below);
o (2) Insert text "Postharvest" at the
start of the Figure 2 caption and
change the "M" to "m". It should read
.... Figure 2 (a) Postharvest median
...
o (3) In the last sentence of the
caption, delete the text "(OA)". It
should read ... Thick line is median
of all farms.

NZPPS Corporate Members
AgResearch Limited
Agrisearch Analytical (NZ) Limited
Agrivet Services Limited
Agronica New Zealand Ltd
BASF New Zealand Limited
Bayer CropScience
Dow AgroSciences Ltd
Etec Crop Solutions
Field-Tek Ltd
Foundation for Arable Research
Horticulture New Zealand
Kenso NZ Limited
Landcare Research
Ministry for Primary Industries
NIWA
Nufarm NZ Limited
Omnia Nutriology
Peracto NZ Ltd
PGG Wrightson / Fruitfed Supplies
Pipfruit New Zealand Inc.
Plant & Food Research
Plant Protection Chemistry NZ
Scion
Syngenta Crop Protection Limited
Zelam Limited
Zespri International Ltd
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