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Editorial – Lisa Jamieson
- Applied Entomology Group, Plant & Food Research, Auckland
Postharvest market access research for exports and
mitigation research for imports
Market access research worldwide is now in demand. This is not only due to
the imminent disappearance of methyl bromide, but also the removal of many
in-field agrichemicals resulting in a change in pest composition and
abundance, an increase in quarantine pest trade barriers in ‘new free trade’
markets, and the development of systems approaches that require the
understanding of the impact of a combination of mitigation measures rather
then a single ‘silver bullet’ approach.
As a result over the last 1-2 years there has been a flurry of activity in market
access research after a steady decline over the decade before. ‘New Zealand
Agriculture Inc.’ is dependant on market access research that covers the entire
production pathway. Without market access to high value markets for our
agricultural products, the exercise of producing high quality product becomes
‘fruitless’.
The annual NZPPS conference is one of the forums where the market access
research network is maintained and linkages developed. Food for thought perhaps an area for a future web-based forum and/or regional meeting?
Some recent activity around postharvest market access research is
summarised below.
Australasian market access researchers and industry representatives met at a
workshop held during the Postharvest Pacifica Conference to summarise past,
present and future research activities in postharvest pest control of imported or
exported agricultural crops. Among the topics discussed was research on new
disinfestation technologies, systems approach for both exports and imports,
future commercial use and acceptance of irradiation, and detection and
identification systems.
A Sustainable Farming Fund project has also been undertaken to review all
available literature and provide an overview of each of the various
disinfestation treatments as well as a review of current postharvest procedures
and future direction of research in this area for 14 fruit and vegetable
industries. As part of the project a workshop was held with representatives
from industries to discuss the draft findings of the review and develop priorities
for each industry.
On the imports side of things, Better Boarder Biosecurity (B3) programme has
been strategically reviewed and a priority within the ‘Pathway and Risk
mitigation – disinfestation and verification’ area is to provide information for
decision making on the use and efficacy of mitigation options to ensure imports
are biosecurity-safe. This builds on the Biosecurity Science Strategy that sets
out a number of goals including analysing risk pathways and vectors for entry
and dispersal of priority pests and diseases, and developing methods for
managing risks offshore and improved treatment technologies.
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From our Editor - Sue Zydenbos
Wow - this was my 10th year as NZPP editor, and
after commenting last year that volume 61 was
one of the thickest books I have produced, I was
amazed that volume 62 had even more pages. So
I guess we must be doing something right! I am
really excited about the new journal format – I
think there are a lot of advantages of the larger
font, two-column format ... not the least of which
will be a reduction in eyestrain for me when I am
reading the proofs! You can start thinking now
about potential photographs or figures for the front
page, which will add a little more interest to each
volume. The sub-committee will continue to work
on a final design for the cover and you will be
given the opportunity to provide feedback via the
website.
This year there were 96 abstracts submitted, with
64 papers published, which equates to a relatively
low acceptance rate (70%). While most of these
were withdrawals, there were four rejected papers.
These four papers and seven others required input
from more than one referee and, for those that
were eventually accepted, several iterations were
needed to get the papers to an acceptable
standard. This mounts up to a significant amount
of work for me (more than a standard paper) and
many of these problems could have been avoided
by more rigorous internal refereeing and strict
adherence to guidelines about clearing data for
publication before submission of the paper.
Another issue that arose was prior publication of
data in an industry magazine. While we are very
happy to grant permission to publish data from
NZPP papers, as with all journals, data presented
in papers should not have been published
elsewhere, unless it is obviously a review paper.
Therefore, please think carefully about data
intended for NZPP and allow yourself plenty of
time to prepare the paper before submission.
Apart from these issues, most manuscripts
submitted were of a high standard and I thank
authors for making sure that revised manuscripts
were properly presented, with Track Changes
accepted and highlighted or coloured text being
removed. Although these things may seem minor,
when a 10 minute job to fix up manuscript
formatting is multiplied by 50 manuscripts, it
equates to a significant input of time. The pdf files
have been loaded on the website and the changes
made post-publication are indicated elsewhere in
the newsletter.
This year I would like to give a special thanks to
the NZPP referees. I really appreciate the extra
effort they make to get papers refereed so quickly.
Most referees managed to return the papers within
New Zealand Plant Protection Society Inc. www.nzpps.org.nz

a 5-day period, which is really helpful. Without this
input it would be impossible to produce the journal
within the time frame. In addition, I am impressed
with the professional way they have dealt with
difficult issues. With the relatively small plant
protection science population in New Zealand and
the transparency of our refereeing system, it is a
very challenging situation to reject or recommend
major changes to manuscripts. This is not helped
by the large number of inter-institute research
programmes – making it difficult to find
“independent” referees for each paper (... and
please, no more mergers!).
I always leave this “thank you” to last – but it is a
very important one. My position as NZPP Editor is
only possible through the support of my wonderful
family, who basically survive without my input from
15 April until 15 June every year, and manage to
keep me going during this time.
I am looking forward to another interesting set of
papers for Volume 63.
Errata
Changes may be made to papers and poster
abstracts published in the hard copy of New
Zealand Plant Protection. These are made to the
papers that are available on the website
(www.nzpps.org). A hardcopy “Errata List” is not
printed, apart from in the December issue of the
New Zealand Plant Protection Society newsletter.
If in doubt about the contents of a printed paper –
remember that the website always has the most
recent version of a paper.
•

•

•
•
•

•

p. 71 – For Figure 1, plots E and D, although
correctly labelled, were in the wrong order
and have now been switched to their correct
position.
p. 118 – the last sentence in the second
paragraph has been altered significantly and
now reads: “The two mites are species of
Tarsonemus belonging to the family
Tarsonemidae.”.
p. 119 – in Table 4 “Bradysia paupera” has
been italicised.
p. 121 – in Table 4 “Teia anartoides1” was
spelt incorrectly.
p. 304 – under “RESULTS” in the third
paragraph of the first subsection, the number
of mites per leaf has been changed to 0-0.05
– the text now reads .... “and 0-0.05 mites per
leaf ...”.
p. 409 – A new third author has been added –
the list now reads ... “J.D. FLETCHER, F.A.
SHAH, R.C. BUTLER, S.L. VILJANENROLLINSON and M.V. MARRONI”.
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BOOKS FOR SALE
Date

Retail
price

Surveillance for Biosecurity:
pre-border to pest
management

2008

$ 39.95

Future challenges in crop
protection: repositioning
New Zealand’s primary
industries for the future

2008

$ 39.95

Pesticide resistance: prevention
and management strategies
2005

2005

An Illustrated Guide to
Common Weeds of NZ

2004

$ 39.95

Managing wilding conifers in
New Zealand: present and
future

2004

$ 35.00

2003

$ 35.00

NZPPS Title

Defending the green oasis:
New Zealand biosecurity
and science

$ 39.50

Secretary Notes
Journal rating
The committee is following up the progress of
NZPP journal rating from Thomson Reuters as
now the required number of journals has been
provided. We are having some difficulty gaining
a response but we are hoping that a rating will
be available in the near future
Webpage for other Plant Protection related
issues
The committee decided that in principal this
concept is supported but applications will be
assessed on a case-by-case basis
Small Visa payments
From time to time people making payments by
credit card may be asked to Direct Credit the
payment instead. This is to reduce credit card
processing charges in our ‘slower’ months when
credit card payments are less frequent (the cost
of processing one credit card is the same as
processing many).
NZPPS Corporate membership benefits
We have had a few requests to outline the
benefits of Corporate (Sustaining) membership.

Plant protection challenges in
organic production

2001

$ 30.00

Managing urban weeds and
pests

2000

$ 40.00

A Guide to the Identification of
New Zealand Common
Weeds in Colour

1997

$ 19.95

Plant Protection: Costs,
Benefits and Trade
Implications

1993

$ 39.00

All publications, as well as back issues of New
Zealand Plant Protection and most Conference
Proceeding, are available from: Manaaki
Whenua Press, PO Box 40, Lincoln,
Canterbury,
New
Zealand
(MWPress@landcareresearch.co.nz).

*New Zealand Plant
Protection Society
members receive a
discount provided they
identify themselves as
members at the time of
ordering.
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The benefits are:
• An annual copy of the NZPP journal
(sent in August)
• A copy of the twice-yearly members
newsletter
• Your company name printed in the back
pages of the annual NZPP journal and
conference programme.
• Your company logo displayed and
acknowledged on the main screen
throughout the annual conference
• The opportunity to display a freestanding corporate banner at the annual
conference
For companies interested in becoming a
corporate member please contact the Secretary
at www.nzpps.org. The cost of this membership
is $300 including GST.
NZPPS CAWS representatives
Kerry Harrington from Massey University joins
Ian Popay (Department of Conservation) as one
of two delegates from NZPPS on the CAWS
(Council of Australasian Weed Societies)
committee. Trevor James currently holds the
role of Vice-President of CAWS.
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New Secretary
Jayanthi Swaminathan from AgResearch,
Lincoln replaces Sonja Reid as Secretary of the
Society. Sonja recently resigned as she now
has her hands full with a busy one-year old son.
She has been Secretary since 2004. We
welcome Jayanthi who is keen to meet more of
the Society’s members and is looking forward to
immersing herself in this role.

The Emerging Presenter Award
This was the fourth year that the “Emerging
Presenters” award has been made. Although it
must be the first time the speakers have
presented a paper at the New Zealand Plant
Protection Society conference, they may have
presented a limited number of times in other
conferences, and thus the contestants will
mainly encompass students, technical staff and
new scientists. The award is judged by three
Executive Committee members and is based on
three main criteria: content, delivery and the
ability to answer questions.
There were seven contestants, with topics
ranging from insect behaviour to plant diseases.
The judges were very pleased with the effort the
contestants had made with their presentations
and they were all made to a very high standard.
It was very obvious that the contestants had
spent considerable time practicing their talks
and developing interesting PowerPoint
presentations. In fact, it has been observed that
the standard amongst the contenders for the
“Emerging Presenters” award is higher than the
more experienced speakers! However, there
was a clear winner in the competition and that
was Anna Hopkins from Scion, whose topic was
“An examination of assessor variation during
spore counting on spore traps of Neonectria
fuckeliana”. Anna made an excellent job of
explaining how variable the spore counting
technique could be and offered some practical
solutions for dealing with this problem. Anna’s
slides made it easy to interpret the information,
and she spoke clearly and with enthusiasm.
Congratulations Anna – and we look forward to
more great presentations in the future.
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New biological control for woolly
nightshade
approved
The introduction of a
lace bug to control
woolly nightshade has
been approved by the
Environmental Risk
Management Authority.
Woolly nightshade is an invasive weed that is
well established in the North Island. The
application to introduce the lace bug Gargaphia
decoris was made by Environment Bay of
Plenty on behalf of a group of regional councils
and the Department of Conservation and is the
first biological control agent for woolly
nightshade to be released in New Zealand.
Environment Bay of Plenty Chairman John
Cronin says managing woolly nightshade has
been the region’s most costly weed control
programme. As a regional council, EBOP have
spent $2 million during the past 18 years in a
bid to control this invasive plant.
Fourteen submissions were received on the
application, and two submitters spoke at a
hearing held in August.
The decision-making committee hearing the
application considered all the potential effects of
the lace bug on the environment, human health
and safety, the economy, society and
community and Māori culture and values.
Overall, the committee decided that the benefits
of the release of the lace bug outweighed any
adverse effects.
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Most WeedWise Nursery Award
goes to Ngaruawahia nursery

2009 NZPPS scholarship recipients
There were 14 applicants in total who applied for
the New Zealand Plant Protection Scholarship
and/or the Dan Watkins Scholarship in Weed
Science.
Two New Zealand Plant Protection Scholarships
were awarded due to an equally high standard of
applicant. Lincoln University took out the honours
with all three scholarship recipients being enrolled
as PhD students at Lincoln.
The two recipients of the New Zealand Plant
Protection Scholarship were Jeyaseelan (Seelan)
Baskarathevan and Regina Billones.

Dr Doug Wright, Chair of Environment Waikato's
North Zone Biosecurity Committee, presents the
award to Julia and Wayne Bennett.

Forest Flora, the native plant nursery run by
Wayne Bennett and his daughter Julia, is the
winner of the 2009 Most Weedwise Nursery Award
for New Zealand.
The award was presented to Wayne and Julia by
Dr Doug Wright, Chair of Environment Waikato's
North Zone Biosecurity Committee. Awards are
presented annually in both New Zealand and
Australia to celebrate nurseries that sell only
‘environmentally-friendly’ plants that are unlikely to
invade and damage natural areas.
Nurseries nominated for the award must not sell
plants likely to cause problems in native bush
areas because their seeds are carried there by
birds, or if they get ‘dumped’ on roadsides or in
reserves by people tidying up their gardens. Other
important criteria include the correct labelling of
plants, and efforts by the nursery to educate
customers and others about the possible impact of
invasive plant species on the environment.
Forest Flora (www.forestflora.co.nz) specialises in
helping and supporting restoration of natural areas
in the Waikato. The nursery only sells native
species, and specialises in eco-sourced plants –
plants of known provenance. In their catalogue
they record the locality the seed was collected as
well as the number of individual plants from which
seed was taken, to ensure the preservation of
natural diversity.
The awards are organised by the Council of
Australasian Weed Societies (CAWS:
http://www.caws.org.au/index.php), represented in
New Zealand by the NZ Plant Protection Society
(www.nzpps.org). The next Australasian Weeds
Conference, which is organised by CAWS, will be
held in Christchurch in September 2010
(www.17awc.org).
New Zealand Plant Protection Society Inc. www.nzpps.org.nz

Seelan Baskarathevan is researching ‘Population
composition
and
genetic
diversity
of
Botryosphaeria species in New Zealand
grapevines and the implications for disease
progression’. Seelan, who is from Sri Lanka,
completed a Masterate in Plant Science at
Wageningen University, The Netherlands. He has
previously worked in Scientia Terrae (Belgium)
developing plant pathogen detection techniques.
His PhD project is supervised by Dr Hayley
Ridgway and Dr Marlene Jaspers.
Regina Billones’s research topic is ‘Botryosphaeria
disease in grapevine nurseries: Inoculum sources
and control strategies.
Regina is from the
Philippines and has completed two Masteries, one
in the Philippines and one at Massey University.
She has previously worked as a crop protection
research scientist for Del Monte Philippines Inc,
which is a one of the largest pineapple producers
in the world. Regina is supervised by Dr Marlene
Jaspers, Dr Eirian Jones and Dr Hayley Ridgway.
Both students are working on a research
programme funded by New Zealand Winegrowers.
Craig Sixtus is the 2009 recipient of the Dan
Watkins Scholarship in Weed Science. He is
researching ‘The gorse pod moth (Dydia
succedana): is it a successful gorse (Ulex
europaeus) biocontrol agent?’ Craig is a Research
Assistant and PhD student at Lincoln University.
He is supervised by Prof John Hampton
More detailed information on the individual
recipient’s and their research will be provided in
the May 2010 newsletter.
The Executive Committee looks forward with
interest to hearing the progress of these three
scholarship recipients and the results of their
research work.
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Submissions on reassessment list
sought
ERMA New Zealand is calling for submissions
on a revised priority list of hazardous
substances for reassessment.
The current priority list for reassessment, known
as the Chief Executive-Initiated Reassessment
(CEIR) list, was drawn up following public
consultation in 2006. Since then,
reassessments on 12 of the 20 priority
substances have been completed or are
underway. As part of its ongoing programme,
ERMA New Zealand has reviewed a number of
other substances and is proposing a revised
priority list for reassessment from 1 July 2010.
Reassessments Manager Mike Morris says the
approach taken to prioritising the substances is
based on the potential for exposure to the
substance (for example, the amount used in
New Zealand) as well as its inherent hazardous
properties. “This gives a better idea of the likely
risks posed by a substance and so enables us
to allocate the significant resources required for
each substance’s reassessment more
efficiently,’’ Mr Morris says.
Submissions are invited from the public and
interested parties on the proposed revision to
the priority list, which close on Friday 30
October 2009. Submissions can be made by
letter or email
(reassessments@ermanz.govt.nz).

Substances on current ERMA CEIR list
1. 2,4-D, its salts and esters and related
formulations
2. Acephate and its formulations (grounds
application 09/10)
3. Azinphos methyl and its formulations (review
underway)
4. Anti-fouling paints (grounds application
09/10)
5. Benomyl and carbendazim and formulations
6. Carbaryl and its formulations
7. Chlorothalonil and its formulations
8. Chlorpyrifos and its formulations
9. Diazinon and its formulations (grounds
application 09/10)
10. Dichlorvos and its formulations (review
underway)
11. Dimethoate and its formulations
12. Endosulfan and its formulations (approvals
revoked)
13. Fenitrothion and its formulations
14. Methamidophos (60%) and its formulations
(grounds application 09/10)
15. Methyl bromide (review underway)
16. Methylarsinic acid and its formulations
(approvals revoked)
17. Methyl parathion and its formulations
(approvals revoked)
18. Paraquat and its formulations
19. Pentachlorophenol and its salt (approvals
revoked)
20. Trichlorfon and its formulations (review
underway)

Proposal for re-prioritising Chief ExecutiveInitiated Reassessment List can be found at:
http://www.ermanz.govt.nz/resources/publicatio
ns/pdfs/CEIR%20consultation%20document.pdf

Feeling great about your workplace?
The Scientist magazine is conducting their 8th Annual Best Places to Work surveys. The surveys are for
life science professionals working in an academic, industry, private or government institution. To enter
follow the direct links at www.bptw.org and you could win one of three $250 Amazon.com gift cards. For
past year’s results go to www.the-scientist.com/bptw.
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Regional NZPPS workshops
At the August NZPPS AGM we introduced the
idea of free regional workshops.
The regional workshops aim to facilitate
networking among people involved in plant
protection, and encourage interaction and
exchange of knowledge and ideas in addition
to the annual NZPPS conferences held during
August.
This is the first notice of two regional workshops
to be held at:
•
•

MAF Biosecurity NZ is hosting the first regional
workshops and for further details please
contact:
Mark Bullians - Auckland University workshop mark.bullians@maf.govt.nz
Graham Burnip - Christchurch workshop graham.burnip@maf.govt.nz
If you or your institution is interested in hosting
the next workshop please contact Karyn Froud
(NZPPS Executive Committee Member) karyn.froud@maf.govt.nz

Auckland University Tamaki Campus,
Auckland, 17 March 2010.
Christchurch, 24 March 2010.

The focus of the March 2010 regional
workshops will be on plant vectors and the
pathogens they carry.
Workshop title: Plant disease vectors and
vector borne disease
Topics:
• Plant vector-borne disease: Ecology
• Plant vector-borne disease: Surveillance
• Plant vector-borne disease: Control
A second notice will be sent out in late January
2010 with details posted on the NZPPS website.
Five 30 minute presentations will be scheduled.
Presentations should be aimed at exploring
ideas, theories, case studies and techniques
and will be followed up with discussion sessions
from the participants.
Expressions of interest to present are
requested by 5th February 2010.
Expressions of interest to attend are requested
by 1st March 2010. There will be no charge to
attend and lunch is available for purchase on
campus or nearby.
Please feel free to pass this notice to others that
may be interested in attending.
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NZPPS Sustaining Members
Agcarm Incorporated
Agronica New Zealand Ltd
AgResearch Limited
BASF New Zealand Limited
Bayer CropScience
Department of Conservation
Dow AgroSciences Ltd
DuPont (New Zealand) Limited
Elliott Technologies
Environment Bay of Plenty
Foundation for Arable Research
Horticulture New Zealand
Landcare Research
MAF Biosecurity New Zealand
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
NIWA
Nufarm NZ Limited
NZ Fresh Produce Importers Association
Orion Crop Protection
Peracto NZ Ltd
PGG Wrightson
Pipfruit New Zealand Inc.
Plant & Food Research
Plant Protection Chemistry NZ
Scion
Syngenta Crop Protection Limited
Zelam Limited
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IUFRO Working Group 7.02.09. Phytophthora diseases of forest trees
Conference 2010
Theme:

A Global Focus on Phytophthora diseases of forest trees

Date:

7-12th March 2010

Venue:

Auckland and Rotorua, New Zealand

Topics Covered:

Biosecurity science; Taxonomy, Surveillance and eradication; Forest
diseases: Policy & management; Ecosystems health & climate change.

Background:
The genus Phytophthora includes some of the most destructive plant pathogens in the world.
Recent incursions by species of Phytophthora have caused dramatic changes to forests and
natural ecosystems in many countries.
More undiscovered species could be present in environments where they cause little or no
damage to their native hosts. Some of these species have the potential to cause future
epidemics/epiphytotics if they are spread around the globe through increased trade and
globalisation. The risk serves to increase the probability of pre- and post-border incursion
responses to exotic Phytophthora species.
Conference Programme
The scientific programme for the meeting will consist of contributed and invited talks on all
aspects of Phytophthora biology that are related to forests and natural ecosystems. The
programme will include both applied and fundamental research, thus the content will be
relevant to managers, regulators and scientists.
Session themes include:
1. Pathogen detection, ie. surveillance, monitoring and molecular identification.
2. Pathogen management, i.e. control in nurseries and field situations.
3. Eradication, i.e. methods for risk assessment, delimiting surveys and eradication
strategies.
4. Epidemiology, i.e. fundamental knowledge leading to management solutions.
5. Host / pathogen interactions, i.e. the molecular basis for infection, host recognition,
resistance mechanisms.
6. New and emerging species, i.e. taxonomy and speciation.
7. Impacts of global trade on pathogen movement, i.e. invasion biology, hybridisation
events and first contact disease situations.
8. The impact of genomics on Phytophthoras of forests and natural ecosystems.
The programme will also include a regional roundup where the current impacts of
Phytophthora spp. in different parts of the world are outlined as well as moderated discussions
to explore specific aspects of Phytophthora biology.
Event website :
www.phyto2010.com
Enquiries to
Fax: (+64) 7 3435375, E-mail: Pam.Taylor@scionresearch.com, Phone: 9+64)7 3435727
Postal: Private Bag 3020 Rotorua 3046 New Zealand

New Zealand Plant Protection Society Inc. www.nzpps.org.nz
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Dr Caleb Francis (Frank) Hill (1941–
2009)
The late Frank Hill’s
contribution and
dedication to mycology
(the study of fungi) and
his distinguished 37-year
career with the Ministry of
Agriculture and Forestry
(MAF) is to be honoured
by MAF staff by naming
the MAF Plant Pathology
Laboratory in Auckland
after him.
Frank Hill made a huge contribution to MAF and the
scientific community in New Zealand, particularly
through his outstanding diagnostic services in
mycology.
He began working at the MAF Plant Health
Diagnostic Station in Mt Albert, Auckland in 1972,
and survived the organisation’s many incarnations.
As a result, he accumulated an enormous
institutional knowledge, and would often tell stories
about MAF in the “good old days”.
Over the years, although MAF’s structure changed,
Frank’s focus was always diagnostics – be it
ensuring imported plants were healthy or diagnosing
the cause of new diseases in New Zealand.
Although he started out as a bacteriologist, it did not
take him long to realise the error of his ways. He
developed a passion for fungi and dedicated the rest
of his working life to this interesting and diverse
group of organisms, and the diseases they cause.
Frank was one of, if not the best, general mycologist
of his generation in New Zealand. His extensive
knowledge and experience enabled him to identify
both local and exotic fungi from a wide range of plant
species.
He is what we now call a traditional mycologist, using
morphological techniques to identify the fungi in
question. The skills required for this include attention
to detail, patience, enthusiasm, excellent memory
recall and experience, which is only gained from
looking at thousands of specimens and fungal
cultures. Frank had these attributes, and his skills
are not easily replaced or developed overnight.
Although he shared some of his vast knowledge and
experience with younger, budding mycologists, his
passing leaves a huge hole in the New Zealand
mycological landscape.
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His enthusiasm for mycology was always apparent
and infectious. Those who have worked with Frank
count themselves privileged to have spent time
learning from him. Some of our fondest memories
are of just being in the laboratory with him, sharing
culture plates, looking at each other’s slides and
discussing the fungi we were working on.
Frank had a knack of detecting and identifying newto-New Zealand organisms, and had collected and
identified almost 200 new-to-New Zealand fungi. In
recent years, these were affectionately referred to as
“Franks”. In addition to the new-to-New Zealand
records, Frank also contributed to more than 3000
pest records in the MAF Plant Pest database (PPIN),
and was a major contributor to the national fungal
and micro-organism collections, depositing more
than 1500 specimens and cultures.
Frank developed an impressive network of scientists
and actively collaborated with leading mycologists
worldwide. As a result, he published descriptions of
70 new taxa in various international scientific
journals, and was highly respected by his peers.
Emory Simmons, a leading fungal taxonomist, had
this to say about Frank:
“Frank was the best and most knowledgeable
collection contributor I have had in 50–60 years of
work. Frank had an influence on every taxonomist he
knew. New Zealand loses one of its best – as do all
the rest of us who knew him.”
And Pedro Crous, President of the International
Mycological Association, said: “Frank was one of the
best collectors of novel fungi I had known”.
Frank was also known for his vast botanical
experience. His stunning knowledge of plant
systematics enabled him to identify any plant at least
to family level, which obviously made him our first
point of reference if we wanted to know the name of
a horticultural plant or native species.
Frank’s knowledge about New Zealand fungi and
associated flora, and his enormous institutional
knowledge of MAF, enabled him to provide excellent,
well considered technical advice on biosecurity
issues. He had an astonishing memory and was able
to recall or locate information on New Zealand
plants, disease records and publications with ease.
To see this in action was truly amazing.
Frank was also a gentleman. He was kind and
considerate, and did not like a lot of fuss made of
him. He had a dry sense of humour, and we will all
miss his mischievous spark. He also had a great
grasp of the English language and an amazing
general knowledge.
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Frank will be remembered as a great colleague, an
outstanding mycologist and an integral member of
the plant pathology team. We have all enjoyed
working with him and each of us has our many own
fond memories. Frank will be sorely missed by his
colleagues here, in New Zealand, and overseas.

We will miss him greatly.
Prepared by: Dr Brett Alexander, Team Manager –
Mycology and Bacteriology, MAFBNZ Plant Health
and Environment Laboratory,
brett.alexander@maf.govt.nz

MAF staff plan to honour Frank’s tremendous
contribution to New Zealand and unique dedication
to mycology by naming the MAF Plant Pathology
Laboratory in Auckland after him. This is the least we
can do to remember our friend and colleague, and
the legacy he leaves behind.

NZPPS Website Report
The major change to our Society’s website this
year has been the implementation of internal
linking between journal papers. Now when the
abstract of a paper is viewed, a list of “related
articles” is presented, with links to other NZPP
papers which either reference the current article
or are referenced by it. The idea behind this is
to make it easy for visitors to find related NZPP
articles both forwards and backwards in time,
increase the exposure of our work, and
hopefully eventually encourage wider citation of
our articles.
We are also offering to host related websites
and databases. Currently, we are hosting the
websites for the upcoming 17th Australasian
Weeds Conference (http://www.17awc.org) and
CAWS, The Council of Australasian Weed
Societies (http://www.caws.org.au). If you have
a website or database related to plant protection
that you would like us to consider hosting,
please contact the secretary
(secretary@nzpps.org).
Our hit rate has continued to increase, with a
particularly big jump in pdf downloads. The
search phrases leading people to our site are
similar to previous years, with the worrying
recurrence of “sex with gorse” (I don’t pretend to
know what this is about and am afraid to google
it myself in case I find out).
This year’s most googled NZPPS member was
Max Suckling, with Nicholas Martin and Anis
Rahman close behind. Interestingly, many of the
Suckling searches also featured the word “sex”,
while many of the Rahman searches were
seeking a “photo”. I’ll let you make of that what
you will.

New Zealand Plant Protection Society Inc. www.nzpps.org.nz

Given the wide range of geographical origins of
our visitors, this year I thought it might be
interesting to examine some of our papers
through their eyes.
Therefore, I translated the titles of the three
most downloaded journal papers into Russian
using Paralink (http://translation2.paralink.com).
Then I translated the Russian into Korean using
Google Translate (http://translate.google.co.nz).
Finally, I translated the Korean back into English
using Babelfish (http://babelfish.yahoo.com).
The results were singularly illuminating.
The title of the third most downloaded paper of
2008-09 translated to “The weed killer mercury
hemp cloth manages the weed in the marijuana”
by Harrington & Zhang (1997; NZPP 50: 462466). You probably recognise it as last year’s
winner.
Second place this year went to “If the hyu with
the seed of the weed and the grass respected
the control of climatology of germination grain”
by Kon, Follas & James (2007; NZPP 60: 174182). One can understand the widespread
appeal of such a topic, even given the
inscrutability of the Korean word “hyu” which
somehow crept in there.
But, eclipsing them all in popularity was this
years winner: congratulations to Rabeendran,
Jones & Stewart on their landmark paper “About
external mind of living thing school register
control soil mould of insulation and white soil”
(1998; NZPP 51: 102-106). A tour de force and
well-deserved winner, indeed!
- John Kean
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NZPPS Website Report – continued
Period

Jul07-Jun08

Jul08-Jun09

260597
714
27299

382738
1049
80442

1

Harrington and Zhang (1997)
"Herbicides for controlling weeds in
Mercury Bay weed"

2

Kon et al (2007) "Seed dormancy
and germination phenology of grass
weeds and implications for their
control in cereals"
Braithwaite et al (2006) "A survey of
sub-tropical nursery plants for
fungal diseases in Northland"
Viljanen-Rollinson et al (2007)
"Monitoring long-distance spore
dispersal by wind - a review"
Shaw & Wallis (2007) "Predator
mite application methods for
biological control of two-spotted
mites in hops"

Rabeendran et al (1998) "Isolation
and in vitro screening of soil fungi
for biological control of Sclerotinia
sclerotiorum"
Kon et al (2007) "Seed dormancy
and germination phenology of grass
weeds and implications for their
control in cereals"
Harrington and Zhang (1997)
"Herbicides for controlling weeds in
Mercury Bay weed"
Braithwaite et al (2006) "A survey of
sub-tropical nursery plants for
fungal diseases in Northland"
James & Rahman (2005) "Efficacy
of several organic herbicides and
glyphosate formulations under
simulated rainfall"

1
2
3

mealy bug(s)
spider mite(s)
thrips

painted apple moth
chickweed
mercury bay weed

4
5

passion vine hopper
mercury bay weed

benzimidazoles
mealy bug

Most unexpected
search phrases

1
2

climate of te paki
organic baby food

leading to NZPPS
site

3

chairing a conference
society's response to air nz's fares
up
onehunga university

4
5

cow urine as plant protection
gorse sex

plastic mesh
sex with gorse

1
2
3
4
5

Kerry Harrington
Monika Walter
Kirstin McLean
Kerry Paice
Ian Popay

Max Suckling
Nicholas Martin
Anis Rahman
Toni Withers
Bruce Chapman

Total Hits
Average Hits per Day
Total pdf hits
Most popular pdfs

3

4

5

Most popular
search phrases
leading to NZPPS
site

Most googled people
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scaring pukekos
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NZPPS Conference Dinner Larnach Castle, Dunedin 2009 – ‘Tartan up’
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