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Editorial – Karyn Froud
- Vice President NZPPS
- Incursion Investigation Group Manager, MAF Biosecurity New Zealand
Integrating Plant Protection and Biosecurity
Knowledge Sharing and Networking
One of the great advantages of Biosecurity practitioners in New Zealand
compared to other countries is our ability to immediately pinpoint the best
person to talk to regarding a new pest or disease.
During a visit to the US last year I was asked by the Programme Manager for
the Light Brown Apple Moth response in California if I knew anyone in NZ who
could provide scientific advice about this pest. I was able to sit down with him
and provide the names and email addresses of many of my former
HortResearch colleagues and the particular crops that they have worked with
this pest on. I was also able to direct him to the NZPPS website to access a
wide range of scientific papers on this organism and its behaviour and control
in the New Zealand Horticulture Sector.
The theory of six degrees of separation (Wikipedia has some great history
around this and network theory) is much closer to two degrees of separation in
New Zealand and if the first person we contact isn’t the expert they can
invariably put us directly onto the person that is.
The annual NZPPS conference is the ideal place to ensure that this handy
network is maintained but, with continued pressure to meet efficiency targets
and only send senior authors to conferences within many of our scientific
organisations, I fear an erosion of our strategic advantage to transfer
technology, collaborate, and from my point of view, to quickly access the right
people during an incursion.
Continuing attendance at the annual conference is the most important way to
maintain our linkages, not only for Biosecurity but also for greater collaboration
(remember the dark ages of fully contestable funding in the 1990s when we
couldn’t talk to each other about our work) and we all need to illustrate the
value of this network to our organisations.
However, we shouldn’t stop there and some options to increase our linkages
in-between conferences, such as web-based forums, regional meetings or joint
training opportunities need to be looked into. Your NZPPS executive recently
put forward a research needs recommendation to MAFBNZ promoting the
setting up web-based forums. In addition, I personally would like to see 1-2
regional seminars per year with a Plant Protection/Biosecurity focus where
participants can present new theories, techniques and ideas and discuss
current work...
Let me know if you are interested in participating: karynfroud@maf.govt.nz 
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Keeping Bees Safe a Shared Responsibility
Education is the key to protecting bees from exposure to agrichemicals, and will remain a priority project for both
the crop protection and bee industries. “Horticulture needs bees for pollination. Horticulture also needs to protect
its crops from unwanted pests. Our industries will continue to work together to keep pesticides away from bees,
and bees out of harm’s way,” said Graeme Peters, chief executive of Agcarm, the industry association for crop
protection manufacturers and distributors.
In the past year Agcarm has distributed more than 15,000 brochures to enhance awareness and co-operation
between beekeepers, farmers and agricultural applicators. The brochure has been distributed through Growsafe
courses, rural suppliers, the Foundation for Arable Research and bee industry networks. “Accidental bee deaths
are taken seriously by the industry, as in many cases they are preventable through improved spray and
beekeeping practices,” Mr Peters said.
Developed with the National Beekeepers’ Association and Federated Farmers’ Bees Industry Group, the brochure
explains the key risks to bees and offers 10 ways to keep them safe from some pesticides. NBA Chief Executive
Officer Jim Edwards said that the members of Agcarm were taking the concerns of beekeepers seriously, and both
industries needed to maintain the positive momentum. “Good agricultural and horticultural practice relies on the
correct use of agrichemicals, especially insecticides. It is imperative that growers keep bees and pesticides apart.
The use of agrichemicals toxic to bees is controlled by the Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act 1996
and the Agricultural Chemicals and Veterinary Medicines Act 1997. “These laws make it an offence to use
agrichemicals contrary to any bee toxicity warning” Mr Edwards said. 

22nd Asian-Pacific Weed Science Society Conference (APWSS)
The 22nd APWSS Conference that was to be held in Lahore, Pakistan, from
19–23 October 2009 has just been postponed. It is now planned to hold the
Conference during 8–12 March 2010 at the same venue. More information
is available from the website www.wssp.org.pk 

New Zealand Plant Protection Society Inc. www.nzpps.org.nz

May 2009 - Page 2

Plant Protection Conference 2009
The Conference & Symposium
This year's conference will be held during 11–13 August 2009 and will be
preceded on Monday 10 August by the pre-conference symposium: “Microbial
Products: Exploiting Microbial Diversity for Sustainable Plant Production” (see
next page for symposium information). The conference and symposium will be
held in the Hutton Theatre at the Otago Museum Conference Centre on
Great King Street, Dunedin city.
The annual dinner on Wednesday 12 August will be held at the historic
Larnach Castle (transport will be available from Dunedin city to the castle and
return).

Accommodation
Discounted accommodation has been organised at the Scenic Circle Southern Cross Hotel and the Scenic
Circle Dunedin City Hotel:
• Room only: $149.00 /night
•

Bed and breakfast, single: $169.00 /night

•

Bed and breakfast, twin share: $189.00 /night

Please note that these rates are GST inclusive. You must specify that you are
attending the NZPPS Conference on booking in order to receive the
discounted rates. The hotels are a block apart and a similar distance from the
Museum.
A range of other accommodation is available in Dunedin, including back-packer hostels, bed
& breakfasts, motels, and hotels. More information can be found at www.dunedin.co.nz.

Shuttle from airport and return
For those members arriving in Dunedin by plane, please allow yourselves at least 60 minutes to get from
Dunedin airport to the Conference Venue. Because of the distance to cover, travel by Airport Shuttle for a
single passenger into the city costs $33. We can minimise this expense for the majority if we are prepared to
consolidate and share shuttles with other delegates (i.e. additional passengers $8 each).
Toni Withers will co-ordinate with Super Shuttle, so once confirmed, send her your Dunedin flight arrival
details by 31 July (to toni.withers@xtra.co.nz) and she will ensure Super Shuttle offers each of you the best
conference rate possible (you will pay the driver directly).

Possible Post-conference Tours
We all know that NZPP conferences are just as much about fostering friendships with other local scientists
and getting to know another area of NZ better, as they are about increasing knowledge and presenting
scientific results. So to keep our conference fun we have planned a couple of post-conference tours for the
Thursday afternoon August 14th. So don't rush to the airport to be home at 5 pm, stay a bit longer and enjoy
a better look at Dunedin! Visit the www.nzpps.org website and register your intention to join one of the postconference tours, and when we reach the minimum numbers you will be sent a confirmation email!
Tours include:
1. Guided walk through Dunedin's 'Old Town'. "You get the inside word on Dunedin's
colourful history and magnificent buildings."
2. Guided Tour through the New Zealand Sports Hall of Fame (takes 90 mins).
3. "Walk the Talk" fashion shopping spree by foot, personalised guided walk around
Dunedin's inner city fashion designers stores (2.5 hours approx.) with discounts for
goods purchased valid for that week. Need to reach minimum of 4 ladies together,
price from $60 each.

*Your conference registration invoice is enclosed with this newsletter*
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New Zealand Plant Protection Society Pre-conference Symposium
Monday 10 August 2009, Dunedin, South Island, New Zealand
Microbial Products: Exploiting Microbial Diversity for Sustainable Plant
Production
An excellent programme has been developed for the New Zealand Plant Protection Society Pre-conference
Symposium, which is being held on Monday 10 August 2009. There are four international keynote speakers who are
all actively involved in developing, producing or marketing microbial products. In addition, the industry specialists and
New Zealand-based researchers who are presenting their work cover a range of sectors, including agriculture,
horticulture and the natural environment. The topics discussed will cover identification of opportunities, production and
formulation, delivery to the target organism, and commercialisation. A flier outlining the symposium and a draft
programme are available from the New Zealand Plant Protection Society website (www.nzpps.org).
Posters will be displayed during the Symposium, although there is not enough time for a dedicated poster session.
Abstracts for posters displayed during the Symposium will be printed in the Symposium Proceedings. If you would like
to display a poster then please email your abstract to Sue Zydenbos (editor@nzpps.org) before 31 July. Note that we
are happy for you to display posters that have been presented at other conferences, workshops or symposia, but you
must obtain permission from the previous meeting if you want to publish the abstract in the Symposium Proceedings.
Note that original posters will be eligible for presentation at both the Symposium and in the NZPPS conference poster
session (the following afternoon), and the abstract will also be published in New Zealand Plant Protection. However,
these abstracts must be sent to me by 15 May if they are to be included in the journal as well as the proceedings.
Note that the Symposium fee covers the attendance for the day, as well as a copy of the Symposium Proceedings,
which will be published in November. A complementary drink and nibbles will be served at the end of the day.
Organising committee: Sue Zydenbos, Trevor Jackson, Alison Stewart, Mike Brownbridge and Craig Bunt
For further information, visit www.nzpps.org or contact: Sue Zydenbos (zydenbos@xtra.co.nz) or Trevor Jackson
(trevor.jackson@agresearch.co.nz)

New Zealand Plant Protection Medal Nominations
Nominations for the New Zealand
Plant Protection medal close on 1
July each year. If you would like
to honour someone who has
made an exceptional contribution
to plant protection in the widest
sense,
consider
nominating
him/her for this medal. The medal
is awarded for outstanding
services to plant protection,
whether
through
research,
education, implementation or
leadership.
Criteria:
- Nominees do not necessarily
have to be members of New
Zealand
Plant
Protection
Society.
However,
those
nominating anyone MUST be a
member of the New Zealand
Plant Protection Society

- Each nomination must include
a seconder, who should also
be a member of New Zealand
Plant Protection Society.
- Nominees would normally be
expected to be living in New
Zealand, but people living
overseas with strong New
Zealand connections will also
be eligible.
Nominations for the New Zealand
Plant Protection Medal will be
evaluated on a case-by-case
basis by the President, PastPresident
and
one
other
Executive Committee member of
the New Zealand Plant Protection
Society. The medal may not be
awarded
if
no
suitable
nominations are received. The
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medal will be
presented
at
the
annual
conference in
August.
Please spend
time on your
nomination
as
a
quality
nomination provides the judges
with better information to make
this important decision!
Nomination
forms
can
be
downloaded from the website,
www.nzpps.org. Please send
nominations to the Secretary,
New Zealand Plant Protection
Society, PO Box 8363, Havelock
North, NZ.
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From our Editor - Sue Zydenbos
The number of abstracts submitted in February
was even higher than last year’s record – great
news for NZPPS but rather a challenge for my
workload! So watch out for another thick volume
of New Zealand Plant Protection and an
interesting conference programme. Anyone
working in the area of sustainable plant
protection in agriculture, horticulture or natural
environments must also ensure they attend the
pre-conference Symposium – see the separate
notice in the newsletter.
To help me deal with all these papers as quickly
as possible, please adhere to the authors’
instructions. The most time consuming things
are:
• having to remove Track Changes and
highlighted text from manuscripts
• changing capitalisation styles into proper
capital letters – the styles function of Word
does not work when the manuscript is
loaded into the Printer’s software. Please
use the Shift key to make capital letters!
• removing formatting – you should NOT
format the manuscript to look like a NZPP
paper – the printer does this for us. Keep to
plain text and no indents.
• asking authors to supply their figures as
graphics files – figures submitted as graphic
inserts into Word files DO NOT WORK!
Other things to remember:
• It is easiest to contact me by email – and
only use one email address – preferably
editor@nzpps.org
• Poster abstracts should be submitted by 15
May and you will get a confirmation
response by the end of May. Abstracts must
be 240 words or less, which includes the
title, authors and addresses. I will “lightly”
edit abstracts (i.e. change grammatical and
style errors and query sentences that do not
make sense) and may or may/not ask for
clarifications or corrections to be checked.
• The draft programme for the conference
will be posted on the website about 15 June.
Please do NOT request a specific time for
presenting your paper or ask for changes to
the timetable – it is difficult enough to
develop the programme without trying to
cater for speakers’ personal schedules!
• Please notify me if you think you qualify for
the “Emerging Presenter” award. This will
be announced at the end of the last session
New Zealand Plant Protection Society Inc. www.nzpps.org.nz

•

of the conference so
make your travel plans
accordingly.
Please
read
the
instructions
for
presenters on the
website. Take some
time
to
prepare
properly for your talk
at the conference by
practising in front of your peers. You are not
expected to present all of your data and it is
perfectly acceptable to just refer to the full
paper during your talk. You may include
additional background information that
would be of general interest to the wider
audience. I encourage you to use a different
(abbreviated) title for your oral presentation
than is published in the full paper. Please
bring your PowerPoint presentation to the
conference and give it to Trevor James well
before your session – do not email it to me
beforehand!

Note that the Editor reserves the right to charge
authors for excessive changes that are made
after the final version of their paper has been
submitted. Usually people notice these mistakes
when reading their proofs – but at this stage it is
extremely time consuming to make changes.
Please read the final version of your manuscript
very carefully before you sent it to me, in
particular take time to check all of your data and
the units they are presented in. The fee for
excessive changes has just been increased to
$100 + GST.
I am trying to think of ways to encourage
authors to submit their papers early. Most
people wait until the 15 April to submit their
papers, but with the increased paper numbers it
is becoming very challenging to process the
papers within the very restricted time schedule.
Even getting 15-20% of papers submitted 2-3
weeks early would make a huge difference to
my peak workload. If you have any ideas,
please let me know.
I will definitely be at the conference this year, so
please come up and introduce yourself to me,
especially if you are one of our new members –
it is always nice to have met someone in person
rather than just corresponding by email! 
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BOOKS FOR SALE
Date

Retail
price

Surveillance for Biosecurity:
pre-border to pest
management

2008

$ 39.95

Future challenges in crop
protection: repositioning
New Zealand’s primary
industries for the future

2008

$ 39.95

Pesticide resistance: prevention
and management strategies
2005

2005

An Illustrated Guide to
Common Weeds of NZ

2004

$ 39.95

Managing wilding conifers in
New Zealand: present and
future

2004

$ 35.00

2003

$ 35.00

Plant protection challenges in
organic production

2001

$ 30.00

Managing urban weeds and
pests

2000

$ 40.00

A Guide to the Identification of
New Zealand Common
Weeds in Colour

1997

$ 19.95

Plant Protection: Costs,
Benefits and Trade
Implications

1993

$ 39.00

NZPPS Title

Defending the green oasis:
New Zealand biosecurity
and science

$ 39.50

All publications, as well as back issues of New
Zealand Plant Protection and most Conference
Proceeding, are available from: Manaaki
Whenua Press, PO Box 40, Lincoln,
Canterbury,
New
Zealand
(MWPress@landcareresearch.co.nz).

*New Zealand Plant
Protection Society
members receive a
discount provided they
identify themselves as
members at the time of
ordering.
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2009 Scholarship Winners
This year’s winners of the NZ
Plant
Protection
Society
Scholarship
and
the
Dan
Watkins Scholarship in Weed
Science were commended by
judges for their exceptional level
of academic achievement and
initiative.
This year the NZ Plant Protection
Society
Scholarship
was
awarded to two outstanding applicants, Nicholas
Tabi Amponsah and Anastasija Chomic, both from
Lincoln University
Nicholas Tabi Amponsah is currently studying for a
PhD in Plant Pathology. He is researching the
epidemiology of Botryosphaeria species associated
with grapevines in New Zealand. Prior to studying at
Lincoln University, Nicholas was a Nematology
Research Scientist at the Savannah Agricultural
Research Institute, Ghana. He migrated to New
Zealand in June 2006 to begin his PhD study.
Anastasija Chomic was the second outstanding
candidate to be awarded the NZ Plant Protection
Society Scholarship. Ana began her PhD study in
2007 and is researching the molecular detection of
the Luteoviridae, a family of RNA viruses transmitted
by aphids. These ‘luteoviruses’ can cause severe
losses in economically important agricultural and
horticultural crops. Ana previously studied at Vilinius
University in Lithuania.
The 2009 Dan Watkins Scholarship in Weed Science
was awarded to Ross Meffin, also from Lincoln
University. Ross is studying for a MSc in Ecology
and Conservation. The title of Ross’ research is
‘Impacts of an invasive weed, Hieracium lepidulum,
on native plant communities in the Craigieburn
Range, New Zealand’. His career plans involve
conserving
and
enhancing
New
Zealand’s
indigenous flora.
Congratulations to all three of you!
Applications for 2010 Scholarships are due by
1 October 2009.

12th IUPAC International Congress of
Pesticide Chemistry
“Chemistry for a Sustainable World
4th-8th July, 2010, Melbourne, Australia
The congress themes include:
• Emerging Issues
• Pest Management and Crop Protection and Vector
Control
• Regulatory and Residue
• Formulation and Delivery
• Environmental Fate and Safety Assessment
Further information at: www.iupacicpc2010.com
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MAFBNZ Air-curtain
Incinerator Training

Figure 1. Preparation of the pit (lighting the
kindling)

A high temperature Hangi in the rain

By Mark Bullians, MAFBNZ
In June 2008 MAFBNZ held a training exercise to
practice the use of an air-curtain incinerator (ACI)
for the purpose of organism management
operations in the event of a plant or animal pest
or disease incursion (Figure 1). The ACI is a
mobile incinerator that is quick to set up and can
be used for the disposal of carcasses or
potentially diseased plant material. The strong
air currents generated under the curtain can
reach temperatures of 1000 degrees Celsius
ensuring complete destruction of all organic
material and resulting in sterile ash.

Figure 2. Adding more fuel

While MAFBNZ had previously proven the
effectiveness of the ACI for animal disease
destruction, plant matter had not been trialled in
New Zealand. Potatoes and onions were chosen
to test the plant destruction capabilities of the ACI
as both have high water contents.
Staff from Environment Waikato, AsureQuality
Ltd, the Police and MAFBNZ participated in the
trial. A farm in the Waikato was used as the
incineration site, which involved the excavation of
a pit 11.6 m long, 2.3 m wide and 5 m deep.
Eucalyptus hard wood logs were used as fuel for
the fire with the ACI set-up on the edge of the pit
to fan the flames. Weather conditions were wet
and windy, which proved to hamper conditions
conducive to obtaining the very high
temperatures required for fast incineration.
Eighteen euthanized sheep, one tonne of
potatoes and one tonne of onions were
incinerated over the duration of the trial. The
animals were slaughtered using MAF’s Standard
Operating Procedures for emergency slaughter.
At peak temperatures a sheep was reduced to
ash (including teeth and bones) in about 15
minutes. The potatoes and onions would take
around 1.5-2 hours per tonne at optimum
temperatures. At the completion of the trial the
site was restored as close to its original condition
prior to site preparation.
For further information contact Mark on:
Mark.Bullians@maf.govt.nz

Figure 3: One tonne of potatoes about to be
incinerated

Start thinking about
Scholarship applications!
Applications for the New Zealand Plant Protection
Society Research Scholarship and the Dan Watkins
Scholarship in Weed Science are due by 1 October.
Scholarship applications from students registered at a
university or other recognised New Zealand tertiary
institutions will be considered.
For more information and an application form for these
scholarships please refer to the NZPPS website:
www.nzpps.org.
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Wilding Conifers Update by Nick Ledgard
"The control of wilding conifers was the subject of a series of seven
workshops held from 25 March to 9 April 2009 – starting at Mid Dome in
Southland and ending up in the Marlborough Sounds.
They were organised by the South Island Wilding Conifer Management
Group as part of their 3-year Sustainable Farming Fund wilding project.
"The workshops went well - although some of the morning sessions in
woolsheds got a bit cool" say the workshop organisers, Nick Ledgard,
and Thomas Paul of Scion. Wilding control was the main topic, and a
feature of the field sessions was demonstrations of a scrub-bar with a
battery powered spray attachment alongside the cutting blade. This
allows the operator to spray small seedlings and cut stumps, taking
away the need to remove all lower foliage and to risk blade damage on
stones in the process. The attachment, developed by Wayne Godfrey of
Independent Environmental Contracting Ltd, significantly increases the
amount of ground that can be covered in a day.
Aerial spraying of wildings was another popular topic, and some good
new trials have been established over the past summer.
However, it is too early to make any recommendations on herbicide use,
and chemicals are just one of many tools available for wilding control.
All of these are described in a practical Wilding Control manual, which
Nick Ledgard is producing this year.
The complete workshop handout and PowerPoint address can be
found on the Group's website-www.wildingconifers.org.nz"
Right, Wayne Godfrey of Independent Environmental Contracting Ltd,
demonstrates the effectiveness of his scrub-bar with a battery-powered spray
attachment - especially useful for dealing with cut stumps of wildings on rocky
ground.

NZPPS Sustaining Members

NEW BOOK AVAILABLE
The latest publication from R.G. and F.J. Richardson
is now available.
The Biology of Australian Weeds Volume 3 edited
by Dane Panetta, includes detailed reviews of 16
more of Australia’s worst weeds:
Anredera cordifolia Madeira vine
Asparagus asparagoides bridal creeper
Bryophyllum spp. mother of millions
Calotropis procera rubber bush
Conyza bonariensis hairy fleabane
Jatropha gossypiifolia bellyache bush
Lantana montevidensis creeping lantana
Leucaena leucocephala leucaena
Ligustrum lucidum and Ligustrum sinense privet
Lonicera japonica Japanese honeysuckle
Macfadyena unguis-cati cat’s claw creeper
Pittosporum undulatum sweet pittosporum
Polymeria longifolia clumped bindweed
Prosopis spp. mesquite
Solanum elaeagnifolium silverleaf nightshade
Ziziphus mauritiana chinee apple
Price: $119.90 [incl. GST] + postage. Available from
www.weedinfo.com.au or by telephone or fax 0061 3
5286 1533. There are only a limited number of copies
available, so hurry!
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Agronica New Zealand Ltd
AgResearch Limited
BASF New Zealand Limited
Bayer CropScience
Department of Conservation
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Elliott Technologies
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Landcare Research
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Nufarm NZ Limited
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